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ince September 17 this year, the 

weather in Sydney has been 

miserable. Temperatures have 
been decidedly cool with 15 
degrees being the general daytime 
average. In addition, rain has fallen 
on most of the intervening days. 

There have been similar patterns 
in Adelaide and Canberra, while 
Brisbane has, as usual, enjoyed 
higher temperatures. 

Why is this significant? 

There is no need to remind readers 
that the 2000 Olympic Games are in 
Sydney. The Football tournament will be 
held in other cities as well as Sydney. 

The Games open on September 15 
but it is possible that the Men’s Football 
Tournament will commence two days 
before. The final events are on October 
1 before the Olympic flag is folded and 
handed on to our friends in Athens for 


104. 

There will be no problem with heat, 
humidity for the 36 teams competing in 
the Football tournaments. If this year’s 
weather is eatin to go by, it will be 
more a case of keeping warm and dry. 

How will potential crowds react to 
this type of weather? Will contests have 
to be postponed? Due to the number of 
games to be catered for, 33 for men and 
19 for women, and four confirmed 
venues, over 15 or 17 days, double 
headers will have to be played, 

If rain softens the surface, the teams 
playing second will have an inferior 
surface on which to perform. 

‘ABSW has said before that there are 
an inadequate number of venues for the 
Football Tournament, so more must be 
brought in, otherwise Australia could 
look foolish in the eyes of the rest of the 
world. 

Confirmed to date ar2 Hindmarsh in 
Adelaide, Bruce in Canberra, the Sydney 
Football Stadium and Brisbane's 
Suncorp. Previously, SOCOG approved 
the Docklands development in 
Melbourne 

Both Women’s and Men's Finals are 
set down for the main Olympic Stadium 
which has a capacity of fe 110, 000. 
bal a permanent basis 80, 000 will be its 
limit. 

It is proposed to hold the Men’s Semi- 
Finals also at the Homebush site in the 
main Olympic arena. 

So from 52 games, four will be held at 
the prime Olympic venue. The others 


"MELBOURNE SHUNS FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 


must be scheduled over approximately 
13 days at the remaining four facilities. 

Good luck to the organisers of the 
Football Tournament as they have an 
unenviable task. 

There are plenty of football grounds 
but few are suitable. Each will need six 
weeks, minimum, of preparation to be 
acceptable to FIFA, and this is just at the 
end of the Australian season for the 
various football codes. 

Although the Sydney Cricket Ground, 
Parramatta Stadium and the MCG are all 
satisfactory, as they are all-seater 
facilities, they will be unavailable. 

The re-building of Hindmarsh is well 
advanced. It will have 25,000 seats. 
Bruce Stadium reconstruction has started 
with a capacity of about 25,000. 

Suncorp Stadium can already seat 
40,000, and there are plans to put seats 
‘on the two open grass areas to further 
increase accommodation. 

The SFS holds 42,000 comfortably; 
however 20,000 are reserved for 
members. There are just 27 months left 
before the IOC requires all Olympic 
facilities to be ready. January 1, 2000 is 
the deadline. 

Therefore, unless existing sports stadia 
are upgraded to all seater facilities, there 
is peace no time to start a new 
offering from the planning stage. 

The Football Tournament has been 
the largest revenue earner in all Olympic 
Games since 1976. Sydney’s Games 
could break that trend because of 
inadequate facilities. 


Oooo 


REPORTS ARE rife that Ron Walker, 
head of the Victorian government's 
‘Major Events Committee’, has said they 
don’t want any games... unless it 
involves Australia or Brazil (presumably 
that’s in the Men’s Tournament). 

What is going on? Is Victoria 
determined to ruin the Football 
Tournaments? It certainly appears so if 
teported remarks of Walker are correct. 
Surely they would enjoy the prestige of 
joining with Sydney to put on events in 
Melbourne? 

Is it sheer bloody-mindedness drivin 
Victoria? It cannot be, because Jetf 
Kennett, the State Premier, despite his 
faults, is still a confirmed fan of the 
World Game. 


— Bob Brooks | 
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jhe National Youth 

League kicks off for 

season 1997/98 next 
weekend with matches in the 
Northern and Southern 
Divisions. The competitions 
will involve all the Ericsson 
Cup clubs, some fielding two 
sides, plus the Institutes of 
Sport and the Academies 
from Canberra and 
Queensland. 


In addition there will be 
Victorian Premier League 
clubs taking part in the 
Southern Division, though 
their number has been reduced 
from previous years. 

‘There is a new team in the 
Southern Division, Albury 
Wodonga, which had a highly 
successful season in the Vic 
Health Youth league in 
1996/97, culminating in a 3-1 
win in the Grand Final against 
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Kingston Heath, 

The South Australian 
competitions will also begin 
shortly. At the end of the 
season the top teams in the 
three leagues play-off for the 
national title. Melbourne 


_ABSW. 
hhas changed to: — 
9862 0800 


The facsimile number 
remains as: 


9880 9332 


...0 Melbourne Knights .. 
£0 Marconi... 
Melbourne Knights. 


South Melbourne... 
Melbourne Knights 


Southern Division 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 


Falcons at Knights Stadium. 


Northern Division 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 


/) 91989; 


Knights won the trophy last 
year beating West Adelaide 
Sharks by 3-1 in the first play- 
off, then surprising favourite 
Sydney United on its home 
ground, with a 1-0 win 
courtesy of a goal by Branko 
Bacak. 

The National Youth 
League has been the showcase 
for young Australian talent 
with many of today’s stars 
having come through the 
ranks of the youth league. 

Ned Zelic, Mark Viduka, 
Paul Okon, Steve Horvat, 
Craig Moore, Kris 
Trajanovski, Kasey Wehrman 
and many others played youth 
league soccer on their way to 
the top. 

Players to look out for in 
the Ericsson Cup in 1997/98, 
who have come through the 
youth league ranks last 
season, include Reece 
Tollenaere, John Didulika, 
Branko Bacak, Christian Care, 
Michael Williams, and keeper 
Brad Swancott. 

Would all clubs please 
ensure that results and match 
teports are phoned or faxed to 
Roy Hay at the conclusion of 
their games. His phone 
number is 03 5281-5468 and 
the fax number is 03 5281- 
5469. 


“Sunshine George costs Marconi: 


PALESTINE 
PORTUGAL 
EAST TIMOR 


C (peuiste, Caranony 


Bentleigh Greens v Bulleen Inter (2.45pm, Kingston Heath) 
Cariton v Altona Magic (11.30am, Optus Oval) 
South Melbourne Rockets v Bye 
Bye v Heidelberg United 
Albury Wodonga v Bye 


The other Round One matches will be played on 29 November when the 
Victorian Institute of Sport takes on South Melbourne at Dendy Park, 
Brighton and on 5 December when it Is Melbourne Knights v Gippsland 


QAS v UTS Olympic Colts (4.30pm, Suncorp Stadium). 
ACTAS v Sydney United (4.30pm, Selffert Oval) 
Sunday October 5 


UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield (4pm, Belmore Sports Centre) 
Sydney United Colts v NSWIS (5.30pm, 
Sydney United Sports Centre) 
Newcastle Breakers v Bye 
Marconi Fairfield v Bye 


The other Round One match will be played on 13 December when 
Australian Institute of Sport will play Wollongong City 


Sunshine George Cross...1 

1 Sunshine George Cross ..0 

3. Sunshine George Cross ..0 
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XIV SYDNEY SOCCER 


WORLD CUP 
OCT 4-NOV 8 
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AUSTRALIA, 
NEW ZEALAND. 
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LIDCOMBE OVAL 
Church Street 
AUBURN 


PASCOE VALE 
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jimes are changing 
down on the South 
Coast. Wollongong 
City Wolves is almost 
certain to be privatised 
by the end of next month, 
according to dynamic 
President, Brian 


Hastings. [elves 

The Ree ave targeted 
raising some $1.2 million in 
working capital over the next 
four or five weeks, 

Wollongong City will thus 
become only the second club 
in the Ericsson Cup to be 
privatised 

Hastings told ABSW this 
week: “It’s exciting times for 
us as much effort and 
planning has gone into this 
exercise. 

“The capital monies raised 
will be used to meet the 
Club’s current liabilities 
(approximately $200,000), as 
well as to strengthen the Club 
48 an ongoing concern at a 
competitive level. 

“We desire this 
privatisation as we believe it 
is the only way to go, 
especially in conjunction 
with Soccer Australia’s 
recommendation that all 
clubs become — fully 
professional by 2002,” he 
said, 


Hastings, a former banker 
with St George Bank, and a 
bit of a financial whiz, was 
the chief engineer in setting 
up Wollongong’s future 
financial status and structure, 

‘The privatisation structure 
will initially embrace 20 
strong foundation 


shareholders, each 
subscribing $60,000. 

‘The Corporate body, to be 
ratified at a special meeting 
on October 31, will be 
governed by a Board of five 
to seven Directors 

Already some of the 
expected shareholders that 
have pledged __ their 
involvement to contribute to 
the share capital include: 

The Fraternity Club at 
Fairy Meadow, a local 
Formwork Company, a 
property developer, the 
Hardware-Man Company, 
the I.8.A. (Illawarra Soccer 
Association), a residential 


developer, a Steel 
Construction Company and 
jeachwood Homes. 


Wollongong City’s coach, 
Nick Theodorakopoulos, said 
last night: “Believe me it is 
an exciting time in at this 
stage of Wollongong City’s 
Soccer history. 

“This Club is going places 
and will rapidly grow in 
status on the South Coast of 

SW. 


“T'm just very grateful that 
I'm, at this stage, involved 
and am part of this 
development,” 


Anthony Surjan: Major player in Wolves plans. 


105 YEAR OLD 


WINS IN 


ILLAWARRA 


by Phil Murphy 


elensburgh are one of 

the oldest clubs in 
Australian Soccer and on 
Sunday they had one of 
their finest hours, 

The Burgh, as they have 
become known over their- 
105 years, beat favourites 
and league champions, 
Kemblawarra, in the ISA 
first division Grand Final, 

Tt was 1-1 at full time, 1-1 
at the end of extra time then 
it was down to a gripping 
penalty shootout. At one 
stage, during the decider, 
Helensburgh were 3-0 up 
but Kemblawarra got level, 
then Burgh’s keeper Brad 
Clark made a save from 
Cane Despotoyski to clinch 
it. 

It was a spectacular final, 
with commitment from both 
sides, even though the 
finishing from both sides 
was pretty ordinary. 

‘The lead was taken when 
Despotovski unleashed a 
piledriver in the first half, 
however, with twenty 
minutes to-go Helensburgh 
drew level when Matt 
Malone scored from close 


range. 
Both clubs are favoured 
to gain promotion to premier 
league football next year. 
In the youth Grand Final, 
Shoaihaven kept their 
unbeaten record when they 


outclassed the South Coast 
United outfit 4-0, while 
Picton accounted for 
Woonoona in the reserves 
Grand Final 5-0. 


HOCH 


BOTH PREMIER League 
semi finals ended in draws 
on Saturday and will be 
replayed. Dapto and 
Cringilla drew 1-1 at 
Maclennan Park and they 
will square up again at 
Ball's Paddock tonight 
(Tuesday). 

Lysaghts and Bulli also 
finished level one apiece 
and their replay will be on 
Wednesday night 
(tomorrow) at Towradgi 


The Dapto-Cringila affair 
was a real crowd pleaser, 
with Pepe Stanzizzo giving 
Cringilla the lead in the first 
half, however the Dapto 
boys equalised in the second 
half through Bobby Brodie. 

Unfortunately Dapto have 
lost Hughes for the replay 
after he picked up a second 
yellow card. 

Meanwhile at Kelly Park, 
Lysaghts got away to a great 
start when sweeper Mike 
Hollifield hammered a free 
kick inside the net after only 
one minute. Rod Patterson 
put Bulli level in the 20th 
minute with a header. 


DIVISION ONE 
1998 YOUTH 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


Commencing 12th October, 19th-26th 
2nd November 1997 


13 YEARS — 10.00am 
14 YEARS — 11.30am 
15 YEARS — 1.00pm 
16 YEARS — 2.30pm 
CSI SOCCER CLUB COMPLEX 
AT:— 81 SOUTH STREET 
SCHOFIELDS 


For more information please contact: — 
MR AUDIE MURPHY j 


f | 0a7 212047 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC SFC 


Super youth 
League Trials 


TRIALS FOR THE 1998 SEASON WILL 
COMMENCE AS FOLLOWS: 


U/13s and U/14s 


Tuesday October 14 — 7pm 
U/15s and U/16s 
Thursday October 16 — 7pm 
PLACE: Ewen Park, Tennent 
Parade, Hurlstone Park 
ALL WELCOME! 
TRIALS WILL CONTINUE FOR 


For further information contact: 
UTS Olympic office on: — 


9558 5355 
Loe 


Victorian Premier 
League Club 
St Albans Saints 
are seeking a 
Senior Full Time Coach 


EXPERIENCE AND 
LEVEL 3 REQUIRED 


03 9311 2488 (B) 
O18 103 361 
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By Richard Kreider 


ler clinching three 
impressive _ pre- 
season matches, 
Perth Glory have scored 
another significant win, 
this time off the park, by 
signing Western QBE 
Insurance as their major 
sponsor, 
‘The announcement was 
made at a reception last 


Tuesday ay at the Glory’ 's 
home ground at Perth Oval. 
Additionally the club’s new 
black and white ‘change’ kit 
was revealed. The present 
home strip is to be replaced 
next season, 

Glory sounded on-field 
warnings to the 1997/98 
Ericsson Cup challengers 
with wins over reigning 
champions Brisbane Strikers, 
the ever dangerous Adelaide 


City and the Singapore 
national side. 

While they are sure of 
more success with Western 
QBE now on board, Glory 
chairman, Nick Tanna, 
refused to divulge the 
monetary value of the deal, 
although it is believed to be 
one of the largest in Ericsson 
Cup history, and one that 
will continue until the year 
2000. 


Instead, Tana preferred to 
comment on how both Perth 
Glory and Western QBE will 
benefit from the relationship. 

“Everyone is delighted,” 
added Glory General 
Manager, Roger Lefort. 
“Westem QBE are a proven 
success story with a track 
record of forming 
partnerships with sporting 
clubs during their formative 
years. This allows for the 


sort of long-term, mutually 
beneficial relationships that 
the Club is looking for.” 
Terry Ibbotson, Western 
QBE General Manager, said 
he was delighted to become 
the major sponsor of Perth 


Glory. 
“After such a successful 
debut year for Gary 


Marocchi’s team, we are 
excited about joining one of 
the most successful clubs in 


Farina’s Last 


suffering from a bad case of 
deja vu as they prepare for 
the opening round of the 
Ericsson Cup against South 
Melbourne at Suncorp 
Stadium this Saturdey 
night, 

Fresh from the news that 
player/coach Frank Farina 
could be playing his last 
season, the Strikers have been 
hard hit by the loss of New 
Zealand international Chris 
Zoricich, who injured his 
tight knee ut training and is 
expected to be out of action 
for another three weeks. 

Farina, meanwhile, 
underwent a cartilage 
operation for the second time 
on his right knee soon after 
the Strikers downed Sydney 
United in the memorable 
Ericsson Cup Grand Final last 
season, 

The former Socceroo 
genius, who guided the 
Strikers in his first season as a 
coach to a Grand Final 
victory, has been warned by 
doctors to cut back his 
workload or risk not finishing 
the season, 

“We've had many pre- 
season injuries this year but 
we should be right for the first 
game,” Farina said. 

“| personally think we've 
got better depth this year than 
last season and it’s probably 
fortunate that the injuries are 
happening now and not at a 
crucial stage of the season,” 
added the Queensland Soccer 
legend. 

Zoricich’s injury, and 
concern over Farina’s ability 
to play out the season, adds to 
previous worries concerning 
Kasey Wehrman (broken 
ankle), Wayne Knipe (knee), 
Troy Cranney (ankle) and 
Sean Cranney’s back injury. 

Wehrman is expected to be 
out for some time after 
recently undergoing a second 
‘operation to insert pins in his 
ankle, an he suffered in 
Australia’s final trial game 
before the World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia 
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Frank Farina: This could 
be his final playing 
season due to knee 

problems, 


this year. 

The Cranneys, however, 
are back in full training, 
although to many they would 
be unrecognisable after a 
heavy off-season in the gym. 

Troy Cranney is working 
hard to overcome an ankle 
injury, threatening to force 
him out of the season opener. 
He hasn’t missed a game for 
the Strikers in more than two 
years. 

Sean  Cranney was 
sidelined for several weeks in 
the pre-season with a back 
complaint but has returned to 
training at full pace. However, 
ast week he limped from a 
training session with a leg 
injury and the extent of 
damage is not yet known 

Also on the injured list is 
dynamic young striker Wayne 
Knipe, who is expected to 
return to training this week 
after knee surgery and should 
be fit for the Strikers’ second 
round match. 

Farina will name the 
Strikers’ captain at a media 
conference in Brisbane this 
Thursday, with main 
contenders being defender 
Glen Gwynne, midfielder 
Nick Meredith or new signing 
Andy Harper, who has played 
more than 300 NSL games 
and is favoured to get the 
honour, despite being a 
forward. 

Farina is delighted with the 
way the ex-Marconi forward 
has slotted into the side, as he 
is with former Wollongong 
Wolves defender, Steve 
Laybutt. 


B DANE SKAFTE 


ewcastle Topper 
Breakers officially 
launched their season last 
Friday at Topper Stadium, 
Birmingham Gardens. 

The official club colours 
were displayed and a brief 
outline of the season was 
given. Captain Shane Pryce 
has been confirmed to lead the 
squad under the watchful eye 
of coach, and former Socceroo 
great, John Kosmina. 

The coach will have the 
‘opportunity to use either of his 
two goalkeepers, Liam Baker 
or young Brad Swancott, for 
the start of the season this 
Friday night. Both players 
performed exceptionally well 


TOPPER BREAKER 
SEASON LAUNCHED 


last season, with Swancott 
getting the nod during the pre- 
season games, 

‘Once more, Newcastle has 
the opening Ericsson Cup 
game. This Friday night, with 
a 7.30pm kick-off, sees the 
Topper Breakers entertain 
Adelaide Sharks, Be there! 


Oooo 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT by 
the Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation puts Adamstown 
Rosebud back on the playing 
field. The ‘Buds’ and Cardiff 
Gunners have been offered 
two year contracts for the 
1998 and 1999 NBN Soccer 


League. 
‘The clubs that formed the 


1997 NBN League have each 
retained their positions for 
1998. This means that the 
League has increased to a 
twelve team competition. 

Mayfield United Tigers and 
Phoenix Soccer Club have 
been offered positions in the 
Tooheys Second Division to 
replace South Cardiff and 
Manning Mustangs. 

The Tooheys Second 
Division Grand Final will be 
replayed tonight (Tuesday), 
30 September at Macquarie 
Field, Speers Point starting at 
Tpm. 

The teams played a 1-1 
draw in the Grand Final on 
Sunday, 21 September. 

If the match between South 
Cardiff and Lambton Jaffas is 
drawn after extra-time, a 
penalty shoot-out will take 
place to decide the winner. 

The Board of NNSWSF 
decided last week to 
reschedule the match this 
week to allow the ground 
plenty of time to dry out. 
Gates will open at 5.30pm, 
with all money being donated 
to the NBN telethon. 


oOooe 


NORTHERN NSW is set to 
host two International 
Women’s matches in the 
forthcoming Tri-Nations 
Toumament in Australia. 

The first match will see the 
Matildas up against the 
Atlanta Olympic silver 
medallist, China, at Oakes 
Oval in Lismore on Sunday 
November 16. 

Several Northern NSW 
players are expected to 
feature, including Lisa 
Casagrande (Lismore), Joanne 
Powell (Grafton), Bridgette 
Starr and Shelley Youman 
(both from Newcastle). 

All four are under 
consideration by national 
coach, Greg Brown, who was 
attending the National 
Championships in Newcastle 
ast week to select his squad 
for the forthcoming Tri- 
Nations Series. 


the league, and growing with 
them as soccer in Australia 
grows and develops into the 
new millennium, 

“The union with Perth 
Glory enhances the Western 
QBE brand in WA and will 
lift our profile in the eastern 
states where Western QBE. 
has recently expanded, For 
over 30 years under our 
previous name, Western 
Underwriters, we have been 


UNITED 


strong supporters of the local 
sporting community and we 
look forward to continuing 
the trend with Perth Glory.” 

Lefort added that the 
partnership would fit neatly 
with Glory’s fresh look this 
season, “From the new Glory 
bus and the new Southern 
Stand at Perth Oval we are 
on the move, and there are 
exciting times ahead,” he 
added confidently. 

In yet —_another 
development for the Western 
Australian club, they are 
now on the World Wide 
Web. Perth Glory’s internet 


site address is: 
WWW.PERTHGLORY.CO 
MAU 


No doubt this will prove 
to be a very popular site as 
the Glory continue their 
climb up the ladder of 
success, 


| SAMSON ON 


WAY FOR GLORY 


have solved their goal 
scoring worries with the 
news that they are to secure 
the services of 1.83 metre 


Nigerian international 
Samson Siasia. 

Capped 72 times for his 
country, with 24 goals, 
including the captaincy, 
Siasia, 30, appears an ideal 
replacement for Vas 
Kalogeracos, who is now with 
Stockport County. 

The Nigerian will join the 
deadly Bobby ski in, 
what could be a brilliant strike 
force. 

Siasia’s greatest career 
highlight came at USA 94, 
when he netted an eighth 
minute goal —_ against 
Argentina, 

‘The right footed striker has 
twice been voted Nigeria's 
Player of the Year and starred 
in the Nigerian team that won 
the African Nations Cup in 
1994, 

“This is a major coup for 
Glory and one that will set the 
Australian Soccer world 
abuzz,” predicted a confident 
Glory General Manager 
Roger Lefort. 

“Samson is quite simply a 
class act who has proven his 
talent at the highest possible 


level. He is very experienced, 
food in the air and quick off 
mark.” 


wast had previously 
played for the French side, 
‘Nantes, Tirsense in Portugal, 
Lokkeren of Belgium and 
Saudia Arabia’s Al Hilal, Ttis 
believed Siasia was released 
from Al Hilal because of his 
inability to acclimatise to the 
local lifestyle. 

‘When he arrives, the only 
remaining obstacle would be 
to exchange his tourist visa 
for a sports visa, 

Meanwhile, Perth remain 
one of the favourites to secure 
the services of the Culina 
brothers, Dean and 17 year 
old Jason, who became the 
youngest player to appear in 
an Ericsson Cup Grand Final 
last season with Sydney 
United. 

“T understand they are free 
agents and are being sought, 
by a number of clubs, but 1 
am hoping they will head 
west” said Glory coach Gary 
Marocchi, who tess now’ 
assembled a pretty strong 


“All these latest 
movements have been too 
close to the new season for 
my liking but I’m quite 
optimistic it should pan out 
nicely,” said the Supercoach, 


Gary Marocchi: Has assembled a strong squad. 
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By BOB BROOKS 

ne of our fellow 

Oversee nthe || The Sydney times are: 
FLP Group is the - 
Arabic vlaneuae cA October: 

irak’. Through them we 
have learnt that all of the 0895 _ hn visahel Arabia 
Asian Zone World Cup aaae Pk Ries reer 
games are bein; 
transmitted live to 4200 South Korea v UAE 
Australia. 1600 Kuwait v China 

The commentary is in 1000 Kazahkstan v South Korea 
Arabic but does not the 1400 Uzbekistan v Japan 
picture tell the story? 1700 — Saudi Arabia v Qatar 

Optus have a channel 1330 Iran China 
called ART (Arabic Radio & 4600 Kuwait v Saudi Arabla 
Television) which is only 4000 Kazakhstan v UAE 
$20 a month, in addition to 4200 Uzbekistan v South Korea 
the usual fee, y 4600 Kuwait v Oatar 

If a friend or relative has 4700 Saudi Arabia v Iran 
Optus, and you are really 4200 Uzbekistan v Kazakhstan 
keen to see Australia’s 4000 JapanvuAE 
‘opponents, then why not get é 0845 China v Qatar 7 i 
together and subscribe? ‘ i 

Here is the schedule of a 250) iran ¥ Kuwatt 
games (times are GMT so i 

just add nine hours for vember. 

October and ten hours for ei eguane 

November when daylight 
saving time starts), 

The second placed 
teams play-off on neutral 
territory on November 
16, The winner pro- 
gresses to France while 
the loser plays Australia 
home and away, first in 
Asia on November 22 
and at the MCG on 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
x STALLIONS 
©) SOCCER CLINIC 
“7 October 1997 


WHERE: Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park. 
WHEN: Tuesday 7th to Friday 10th October, 1997. 
TIME: 9 am through to 12 noon. 
AGES: Boys and Girls (Aged 6-16) 
LEVEL: All levels. 
WHAT TO BRING: Boots, shinpads, socks & shorts. COST: $95p.r. 


MARIO ANSALD! 


: One ‘Camp Stallions’ T-Shirt % One Mitre Soccer Ball x Stallions Supporters Stickers xr One 
Marconi Fairfield Team Poster * 1997/98 Marconi Fairfield Season Pass x 3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines * Autographed 
Photo with Marconi Player x Free ‘Powerade’ Drink Everyday * Free ‘Snickers' Snacks Everyday * End of Clinic Report Card 


rite redder ees SPECIAL FEATURES «#22444 eeerreeeeeedeeee 


ead Coach: Loven Matic and Developareut Officer: Tom MeCullock PLUS MARCONI STARS including Vlado Rosie. 
Dowtuie Lougo. Brendon Rewaud oud wae Meareout slgulag: former Ttalien Sevte at player Marto husaldt. 


APPLICATION FORM: Please complete and send with payment to:- MARCONI STALLIONS SOCCER CLINIC Club Marconi, Marconi Road, 
Bossley Park 2176. Closing date is FRIDAY 3RD OCTOBER, 1997. ALL ENQUIRIES: 9823 2222. 

CHILD'S NAME/S 

ADDRESS.. 


TELEPHONE NUMBERS (Home; 
T-SHIRT SIZE....... 
MEDICAL CONDITION: 


J authorise the coaches and staff of club Marcon! to act for me, according to their best judgment, in any emergency requiring medical attention. 
‘staff from any and all liability for injury or iliness incurred at the coaching clinic. es 


PARENT/GUARDIAN ae .. SIGNATURE 
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Waratan Cup 
EMBARRASSMENT! 


Tam sorry to say that I, and. 
many other supporters of 
Australian Soccer, will never 
attend another Waratah Cup 
match unless some serious 
action is taken by the NSW. 
Soccer Federation towards 
punishment procedures for 
their clubs, 

I attended the double- 

header at St, George Stadium, 
which featured UTS Olympic 
vy Bankstown Lions followed 
by Marconi and Wollongong 
Wolves. 
Tam proud to call myself 
‘Australian, as 1 was born here 
and have stayed here all my 
life, I have followed UTS 
since I was a boy, and have 
been less than impressed with 
the club until last year. 

As a UTS Olympic 
supporter would have noticed, 
the club is finally getting its 
act together, twenty years too 
late but nevertheless they 
haye done it. They have four 
major personalities bidding to 
buy the club and the supporter 
base is increasing. 

‘The SFS will increase that 
base to an even larger portion 
of the Australian population; 
that is why the club is still in 
the Ericsson Cup 
AUSTRALIAN National 


League. 
Getting back to the topic 
though, I saw a very 


entertaining game of soccer. 
‘The crowd was fine up to the 
equaliser, when the 
Bankstown supporters 


decided to start screaming 
“Macedonia” and started 
making profane gestures 
towards the Olympic 
supporters. 
‘Now why is there a need 
for this sort of rubbish in our 
game? If they want fo support 
2 Macedonian team, go back 
to Macedonia (FYROM) and 
support them! 
I took six work mates to 
see their first, and probably 
st, soccer game, I’m the 
idiot who told these people 
that we have partially taken 
care of the ethnicity in our 
game. To say I am biased is 
ridiculous because I have said 
the same about South 
Melbourne, Sydney United 
and the Knights,” 
This is the reason Perth's 
crowd is so large — because 
none of this rubbish goes on. 
‘The thing that upsets me is, 
if Olympic or any other 
Ericsson Cup team acts this 
way they will be severely 
punished, as seen with 
Sydney Utd. 
By rights, Bankstown 
should not be allowed to 
participate in next year’s 
Waratah Cup because it is not 
the first occasion their crowd 
has behaved this way (and 
various club officials were 
urging this behaviour on!).. 
‘The Waratah Cup is a great 
idea but treat all clubs 
equally. 
Nicholas Andonakis 
Monterey, NSW 


Thank you 
for sharing 


Dear Sir, 
1 apologise for my 
tardiness in expressing 


sincere gratitude and thanks 
for the enormous commitment 
of ABSW’s John Economos, 
regarding the function 
organised by Port Kembla 
Soccer Club. 

His contributions in 
supporting the first ever 
reunion, after 24 years of 
Australia’s only to date World 
Cup squad, will stay in the 
memory or every member of 
the squad and person who 
‘was at this special evening. 


— 


May I, on behalf of the 
World Cup squad, express our 
most sincere thanks towards 
the effort and enormous 
publicity that John created 
over a period of four weeks 
prior to the function. 

He shared many great 
moments and memories with 
us and J thank him for feeling 
1 part of our special family. 

I.can assure you, not many 
people have this privilege 

Thank you, John, 

Rale Rasic 

(Australia’s 1974 World 
Cup Finals Coach). 


Letters 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


to 


Fax 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 


WEEKLY 


PO BOX 155, 


Advertise in ABSW 
If you take a 
2 column x 12cm 
advertisement the cost 


NSW 2204 
(02) 955) 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


Dear Sir, 

‘The current discussion 
about the introduction of 
‘Summer Soccer for Super 
League clubs in New South 
Wales is very interesting, 
but there are several 
problems to be solved 
before seriously 
contemplating such a huge 
risk. 

Not least of these is one 
of attracting sufficient 
spectators to make the 
competition more 
financially viable than the 
present winter competition. 

The theory that people 
will go to both an Ericsson 
Cup match and a Super 
League game on the same 
weekend becomes 4 
financial question. 

Most families will not be 
able to afford to go to two 
matches, and so they will 
inevitably choose the most 
attractive product on which 
to spend their hard earned 
cash: the Briesson Cup. 

Before undertaking the 
gamble of converting to 
Summer Soccer, the NSW 
Soccer Federation must 
firstly ensure that their 
product is more attractive, 
and then gather market 
research into the likelihood 
of increasing the crowds at 
Super League matches 
played during the 
Spring/Summer/Autumn 
months. 

The following are two 
alternatives. Firstly, the 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Try alternatives 
in summer 


NSW Soccer Federation 
could provide a Summer 
Soccer competition as a 
prelude to the traditional 
winter competition. The 
format could be similar to 
that of the old Ampol Cup, 
with matches being played 
35 minutes each way and 
interchange players. 

The twelve team Super 
League could be split into 
two groups of six with a 
round-robin being played 
by each group followed by 
a finals series. The matches 
could be either stand alone 
or on a double-header basis 
to provide good value. 

While many clubs would 
probably prefer to field full 
strength sides, special rules 
could be established to 
force them to field a 
minimum number of U/21 
players, thereby ensuring 
that the younger brigade 
gain experience at the top 
level. 

This format would 
accurately test the market 
on the issue of state-based 
Summer Soccer, and 
therefore help to determine 
the future course of action 
for the Super League. 

The second alternative is 
to organise a Sheffield 
Shield style competition 
among the various states 
across the country. The 
participants could be NSW, 
Northern NSW, Victoria, 
Tasmania, South Australia, 
Western Australia, 


is $1.40 at full 


commercial rates. 


Ask us about our 
Special 
discounts for 
multiple ads. 


Northern Territory, Far 
North Queensland, 
Queensland and the ACT. 
These state squads could be 
made up of players from 
within the various state 
leagues and the matches 
could be played on a round- 
robin basis with a finals 
series during the 
Spring/Summer/Autumn 
months. Within NSW the 
‘home’ matches could be 
played at the grounds with 
the best facilities and some 
of them could be played at 
country venues to spread 
the spectator base as wide 
as possible, 

Of course, such a 
competition would need the 
full co-operation of the 
various state federations 
and Soccer Australia. It 
could be fully funded by 
sponsorships and, increased 
attendances, if it is correctly 
marketed. 

These alternatives may 
provide some thought and 


We will prepare your ad 
from a rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, 
Thu, Fri or Sun on: 


02 9562 
0500 


WATCH OUT FO 


Harry 
James: 
Moved 
from the 
Hunter 
Valley to 
the i 


By Bob Brooks with 
assistance from Bruce 


Campbell 
‘ew supremo Branko 
Culina has assembled 
a much strengthened 
Canberra for the new 
Ericsson Cup season. Six 
NSL players have joined him 
in the nation’s capital. A 
further two come from NSW 
‘Super League outfits and two 
have been promoted from the 


much improved local 
competition. 

Due to the regular absence 
of the injury prone Paul Wade 
Jast season, the team struggled, 
and the crowds fell away 
alarmingly. 

However, these days there is 
a new optimism sweeping this 
proud Ericsson Cup club, a 
new sponsor, new players, new 
coach and a new ground, 

This season, while Bruce 


. Stadium undergoes substantial 
work in preparation for the 
2000 Olympic, Novell 
Canberra Cosmos will play 
their home games at Seiffert 
Oval, Queanbeyan. 

Games are scheduled for 
7pm on Saturday nights, with 
two exceptions. The Cosmos 
take on Melbourne Knights on. 
Friday, November 28 at 
7.30pm (thus avoiding a clash 
with Australia’s game the next 
night). 

‘Monday, 5 January 1998 at 
7.30pm heralds the arrival of 
Sydney rivals, UTS Olympic. 

Cosmos will wear an all 
white strip at home with a 
mainly all red away strip. 

There is obviously 
something attractive about 
Canberra for graduates of the 
AIS. At least five of the current 
Cosmos squad have passed 
through the Institute’s halls in 
their teenage years. 

With $200,000 as their 


R CANBERRA‘S 
KELLY GANG! 


share of the Novell 
sponsorship, Cosmos have a 
first class base on which to 
build their financial future. 
Even modest crowds of 4,500 
at each home game should see 
them rise up the national 
league. 

‘And now they have their 
‘own one hour radio program 
on station SSS103.9FM, which 
goes to air every Sunday night 
from 9pm, As well as being 
broadcast in the Canberra area, 
the signal covers the south 
coast and southern tablelands 
of NSW. 

This week the players are 
ranging far and wide in 
Canberra and the surrounding 
districts promoting the team 
and their season. Shopping 
centres, hospitals and other 
areas are on the list of places to 


visit. 

Novell Canberra Cosmos 
are on the move, with a new 
confidence and enthusiasm to 
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discussion for those 
empowered to make nt Nun 
Se ae Player Position _Last Year 
It is vital to explore 
Sey eas sie 4 TonyGlannasca G Canberra 
deciig to conve || 1N2 pauee > canter 
which could prove to be 3 Andrew Roberts D Topper Breakers 
very expensive for most 4 Wan Zellc D UTS Olympic 
reitat fails. Yours in 5 Andy Ravanello. ihatconi 
Barry Davis 6 Ante Moric. M Sydney United 
Macquarie Fields, 7, Rodrigo Moreno M Canberra 
NSW, 8 Norman Kelly (c) Mt Canberra 
9 HarryJames  F Topper Breakers 
40M. Musitano (ve) M Canberra 
41 Tony Lemezina FE 
42 Peter Buljan F 
43 Lindsay Wilson 
44 Dale Wingell —-D 


416 Toplica Popovich D 
AT lila 

back up what looks like a very é : 
useful team. Irish player, 
Norman Kelly, will captain the 
side — so look out for the 
‘Kelly Gang’ in the new 
season, 


HOW......? 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 
© 0419 622 685 


PERSONAL TRAINING 


Gr is nearing the end 
of its winter 
hibernation. Next 
weekend the whistle goes on 
the start of the 22nd season 
of the Ericsson Cup. It’s the 
oldest national football 
competition in the country, 
As other sports, like aussie 
rules, basketball, baseball, 
even rugby league, rejoice at 
being national pastimes of 
various degrees, it is 
forgotten that Soccer, back 
in 1977, started it all, 

Just as it started, it also 
pioneered many things. The 
first major sport to play on 
Sundays, the first to play at 
night under floodlights, the 
first to have pre-season 
knockout competitions, the 
first to actively recruit 
Sponsors. Soccer, with all its 
festering wounds, its 
inherently divisive forces, its 
debilitating, sinister image in 
the so-called mainstream 
Australia, may not be our 
most successful sport. But 
surely it is the bravest. 

As We approach the new 
Season, next weekend, the 
picture is not unfamiliar. 
Innovations persist, Late last 
week Perth Glory announced 
its signing of a Nigerian by 8 
the name of Samson Siasia,a 18 
striker with a sumptuous 
reputation as a goal scorer, a 
World Cup hero, a pearl from 
the vast African mines of 
football treasures, It is 


Gippsiand’s f 


td 


destined to be a watershed. 

Tf Siasia is successful, it 
will trigger a new trend and 
lay a new path of sporting 
migration. African footballers, 
most of them younger and a 
lot cheaper than Siasia, will 
become the targets of 
Australian clubs, 

The aussie rules icon, 
Carlton, are about to embark 
on a most adventurous 
marriage, having taken Soccer 
‘on as a wife, pledging fidelity 
by that bombastic born-winner 
smokin’ John Elliott. Coach 
Eddie Kmcevic has assembled 
an impressive squad of 
players, including the super 
smooth creator, Kresimir 
Marusic, last season’s player 
of the year. Soccer as a whole 
Should wish them luck. Their 
story, if victories come 
regularly, could duplicate 
those of Brisbane and Perth 
last season: a new set of 
expectations, a fresh source of 
excitement, large crowds that 
bring with them larger 
crowds. 

Eddie K is one of two new 
additions to the regiment of 
“Young Turks’ who have 
already given Australian 
coaching ranks a new 
complexion; Sydney United’s 


David Mitchell is the other, 
and with those two there are 
now nine clubs out of 14 in 
the league which are coached 
by young men, Australian 
born and bred, who are former 
stars of the Ericsson Cup and 
have learnt, at least their 
playing craft, 
Australia. 


of Brisbane Strikers, has 
already Jed his team to the 
championship. Another, Angie 
Postecogiou of 
Melboume, is the big tip to do 
the same this season. The 
others are Gary Marocchi 
(Perth 
Theodorakopoulos 
(Wollongong Wolves), John 
Kosmina 
Breakers), Adrian Santrac 
(West Adelaide) and John 
Nyskohus (Adelaide City). 


untested Geoff Harcombe who 
will lead UTS Olympic, 
former championship winner 
Ken Worden, 
returned to 

Knights, 
successful Branko Culina who 


Cosmos. The old fox, Frank 
Arok, will again coach 
Gippsland Falcons and the old 
master, our most successful 
club coach, Zoran Matic, has 


tT Frank Arok: The:old fox nf outto | 
4 


f Soccer's Brave 
4 New Season 


taken over at Marconi. 

Pre-season form doesn’t 
suggest it but the marriage 
between Matic and the 
country’s richest club is the 
most fearsome in the league. 
Given the right squad of 
players, who can all readily 
adapt to Matic’s distinct but 
regimented system, there is no 
reason why Marconi cannot 
win the league this season. 
But Matic himself appears to 
doubt it, bemoaning, quite 
correctly, how skinny the 
Australian player market is, 
“Why don’t you buy some 
more players?” he was asked 
recently, noting the fact that at 
Marconi money is not a large 
issue. 

“Yes, but who?” he replied. 
He is of course right. Even 
Marconi’s money is not 
enough to put the brakes on 
the distressing talent drain. 

Much pressure will be on 
Brisbane to successfully 
follow their own impressive 
act. That is win matches, play 
attractive football, pack 
Suncorp Stadium to the rafters 
‘and win the title. Packing the 
ground to the rafters is not 
something they did regularly 
last season, save for the Grand 
Final which brought in a 
record crowd. 

It will be interesting to see 
what rewards the 
championship brings. Will it 
translate to an increase in 
average attendances? Only 
time will tell. 

The biggest question mark, 
as in every year at this time, 
hangs over UTS Olympic. 
Political battles at boardroom 
level, rather than what is 
happening in the change 
rooms or in the mind of coach 
Harcombe, dominate the 
media attention around them. 
‘The club's entire commercial 
future will be put to a 
members’ vote before the 
kick-off to their season. It will 
be a choice of going for a 
take-over from Eastern 
Suburbs Leagues Club or even 
the more exciting private bid 
by cigar smoking, millionaire 


here in 


One of them, Frank Farina 


South 


Glory), Nick 


(Newcastle 


John Kosmina: 
One of younger, 


That leaves the largely Australian coacht 
es. 


the latter wins the duel, we 
can expect a wholesale 
injection of funds and 
dramatic changes to the 
playing staff. 

‘Then there is the matter of 
Sydney United and their 
future. Though the unfortunate 
courtroom battle, brought by 
an unseemly brutal set of fines 
and restrictions, is nearing its 
end, the wounds suffered are 
deep and recovery time may 
be long. If the bizarre 
direction by Soccer Australia 
requiring the club to ‘actively 
recruit players of non- 
Croatian background’ is 
allowed to stand and be 
adhered to, it could be 
disastrous. The club will not 
be able to fully exploit its 
supremely talented youth 
squad and will, presumably, 
appoint players of lesser talent 
because they are of non- 
Croatian descent. 

Never mind whether it’s all 
in breach of the racial 
discrimination act. The 
directive is by implication, 
blatant technical interference 
with a club’s rights to use the 
best players available. 


who has 
Melbourne 
and the very 


now at Novell Canberra 


junes. 


‘EASTERN SUBURBS 
SOCCER TRIALS 
NSW SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE AND 


JUNIOR LEAGUE 


Dates: Saturdays October 11, 18, 25 & November 1 
UNDER 11 and 12 — 9am UNDER 13 and 14 — 11am 
* UNDER 15 and 16 — 1pm 
Coaches: 

UNDER 11 — Tony Canning * UNDER 12 — Andrew Field 
* UNDER 13 — Allan Jones 
© UNDER 14 — Tony Del Vecchio * UNDER 15 — Steve 
Lawrence * UNDER 16 — Graham Schofield 


Venue: Heffron Park 


CNR FITZGERALD AVE and BUNNERONG ROAD MAROUBRA 
enter VIA FITZGERALD AVE 


SENIOR TEAM: WE ARE AWAITING THE SOCCER NSW DECISION ON OUR 
APPLICATION FOR PROMOTION TO SUPER LEAGUE BEFORE ANNOUNCING 
DETAILS OF TRIALS. PLEASE KEEP READING FUTURE ISSUES FOR UPDATES. 


For further information contact JOHN veLtHuYs on O48 2791712 


businessman Rene Rivkin. If 


AUSTRALIAN ¢ SOU 


NEWS ¢ SCORES & RESULTS 


DAILY UPDATES ¢ GOSSIP * TABLES 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


MIR SOCCER - SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia’s most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1900 155 333, and select 


choice of information. 
Calls cost 85 cents per minute, higher rates apply mobite 
and public telephones. 


BRITISH © EUROPEAN ¢- ASIAN 
AMERICAN 


NEWS ° SCORES & RESULTS 


DAILY UPDATES + GOSSIP - TABLES 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


AND MORE JUST CALL 1900 155 333 
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POSITION KEY: 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 


Sweeper 
Midfielder 
Forward 
Utility 


Steve Eagleton: Starred for the Lions of Bankstown. 


"By PHIL MURPHY 


triker Sasho Dimoski 
grabbed both goals to 
‘give Wollongong City a 
2-0 win over NSW Super 
League side Bankstown City 
Lions in Saturday night’s 
$50,000 Waratah Cup Final 


at WIN Stadium, 
Wollongong. 
At times the Wolves played 


champagne football but brave 
Bankstown never stopped 
battling away. 

“The best NSW team in the 
Ericsson Cup at the moment” 
was how Bankstown coach 
David Mijalkov described the 
South Coast outfit after the 
final whistle, 

He said they were playing 
some very good football and 
should do well in the league 
this season. A crowd of 4212 
turned up at the home of the 
Mlawarra Steelers rugby league 
team and they were given 
value for money. 

‘There were only two goals 
scored but it was the way they 
played that will have won over 
some new fans for the Reds, 

Dimoski took his tally of 
cup goals to eight and said 
after the game that he can’t 
wait for the start of the 
Ericsson Cup. 

“We are playing great 
football and that makes me 
confident of getting in 
amongst the goals this season. 
I feel I can get well into the 
double figures.” 

Apart from the opening ten 
minutes, when Bankstown 
took the game to Wollongong 
and goalkeeper Brett Hughes 
made a fine save from a Saso 
Boskovski free kick, the 
Wolves dominated the first 
half. 

They had two goals 
disallowed but the offside 
ruling against Neil Harlock's 
clinical piece of finishing was 


Waratah Cup 


to Wollongong 


yee Eagleton cleared a 
Jason Connelly header off the 
line after a Harlock corner, 
then a Harlock swerving shot 
went just wide, and Scott 
Chipperfield had a powerful 
drive blocked with keeper 
John Rizovski beaten. 

Wollongong finally hit the 
front a minute before half 
time, Michael Reda, who had a 
very strong first half, knocked 
the ball wide on the left for 
Harlock to chase, he did well 
to control the ball and sent a 
deep cross for Dimoski to head 
home a fine goal. 

Again Bankstown started 
the second half with some 
promise, but the Reds soon 
picked up where they had left 
off. 


Nine minutes into the 
second half, Wollongong had 
one hand on the Waratah Cup. 

It started with a great run 
down the left from Alvin 
Cecolli — Chipperfield got in 
a shot that was blocked — and 
Dimoski pounced in the 
rebound to score from ten 
metres. 

Goalkeeper Rizovski denied 
Chipperfield with a good save 
then Hughes was called into 
action twice in four minutes. 

Both times he did well to 
prevent Eagleton giving the 
Bankstown Lions a lifeline to 
cling to. 

It was difficult to select the 
stars in a Wollongong side 
which stuck to their game-plan 
meticulously. The Reds played 
the ball out well from the back 
and then came up with some 
great improvisation in 
midfield. 

Harlock had another strong 
game on the left, Chipperfield 
gave Bankstown’s defence a 
few headaches and Reda and 
Harlock buzzed about the 
middle of the park all night, 

Despite the fact that 


Wollongong were always 
going to win the game, 
goalkeeper Hughes made three 
‘important saves. 

Eagleton gave a polished 
performance for the losers 
along with veteran central 
midfielder Mile Todorovski, 
and wide midfielder Bobby 
Zavirov showed enterprise 
‘operating on the right. 

Wolves coach Nick 
‘Theodorakopoulos said he was 
particularly pleased that his 
team kept another clean sheet, 

“We have conceded just 
four goals in six games and I 
think that’s important looking 
towards the Ericsson Cup. 

“T thought we dominated 
the game and should have 
scored a few more goals. The 
boys went out and handled the 
job with a minimum of fuss. 

“Apart from the opening 15 
minutes, we were always 
going to win and when 
Bankstown did come at us we 
absorbed the pressure and that 
is the sign of a good team.” 

A smiling Wolves captain, 
Matt Horsley, said he was 
proud to have collected such a 
prestigious trophy for the club, 

He said the team was 
playing with a lot of 
confidence. 

“The boys can’t wait for the 
first game of the new league 
season, We have every reason 
to be confident of doing well.” 

Bankstown's Mijalkoy said 
he was proud of his players. 

“We had players missing, 
including our best player 
(striker) Robert Gomez. 

“My players did their best 
and didn’t let anyone down. 
John Rizovski is my third 
choice keeper but he did well, 


CHOOO 


The 1997 season of the 
NSW State Waratah Cup 
has concluded. Teams enter 


Wolves: Hughes, 
Connelly, (Kariamis 60) 
Cecolli, Harlock, ~*, 
Horsley, Stanton, Sevin, 
Surjan (Spencer 86), 
Dimoski, Reda (Perinich 
87), Chipperfield (7), 
Bankstown: 
Rizovski, Josevski, 
Boskovski (estore 74), 
Luksic, Eagleton, 
Todorovski, Hawrysiuk, 
Zavirov, Van Bentum 


Uosevski 65), 
Celic (Brown ae 
Players ratings in 


brackets. 
: Dimoski (44, 
54) 


Rereree: S. Micallef 


iO) (Wolves), 
(2) Reda (Wolves), (3) 
Eagleton (Lions). 


from all over NSW. In 
Northern NSW and the 
ACT, entrants play-off 
against each other to decide 
the two winners in those 
areas, Gradually teams 
higher up in the NSW Soccer 
Federation’s competitions 
come in, 

Until the last 16 it is ina 
cup knockout format, with the 
games being played at night 
under lights. 

The five NSW Ericsson 
Cup clubs then come in joined 
by Canberra Novell Cosmos. 

The 16 were divided into 
four groups and each played 
on a round-robin basis. The 
two leading teams in each 
group progressed. 

Bankstown City Lions 
proved to be too good for UTS 
Olympic in their semi-final, 
while Wollongong City 
Wolves were too strong for 
Marconi. 


David Mijalkov, coach of Bankstown City Lions (L) and ‘Nick Theodorakopoulos, coach of Wollongong City 


Wolves with the Waratah Cup prior to the game. 
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GCER 


RATION 


NSW Gold 


Medai 


Presentation Night... 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 


AAUL CARTER, St 

George Saints’ 

veteran sweeper, last 
Friday night swept up the 
major Award at the NSW 
Soccer Federation Gold 
Medal Presentation night at 
Bankstown Sports Club. 

Employed by Telstra as a 
supervisor, Carter, 34, with 
yet another sterling season 
under his belt, won the 
prestigious 1997 Gold Medal. 

The Gold Medal 
completed an eventful season 
as well as a most hectic week, 
as the blond ageless defender 
had just one day before been 
snapped up by Ericsson Cup 
side UTS Olympic for the 
coming season, 

In fact Carter just two 
hours before receiving his 
Medal was on the playing 
pitch on Friday night at 
Edensor Sports Centre, 
playing at right back for his 
new club UTS Olympic in a 
friendly against current 
Ericsson Cup minor 
champions Sydney United, 

Having coached 
Parramatta Eagles to the 
Minor Championship as well 
as victory in the Grand Fir.al, 
former St George cultured 
and legendary 1974 World 
Cup defender, Doug 
Utjesenovic, was the 
unquestionable choice as 
Coach of the Year. 

Leichhardt Tigers’ 
explosive paced flankman 
Johnny Buonavoglia walked 
away with the Players’ Player 
of the Year trophy while 
Parramatta Eagles’ ace striker 
Steve Karavatakis scored the 
the Golden Boot award as top 
goalgetter, nailing the target 
15 times during the season, 

Other award recepients 
were Leichhardt Tigers’ 
towering Ante Covic, voted 
the Goalkeeper of the Year, 
and the popular Boyd 
McGregor booked for himself 
the Referee of the Year 
trophy. 


Parramatia Eagles: The Club swept the board at all levels in the 
players posed with all their trophies. 


Vote 
count 


progress 


‘THE VOTING for the 


Medal was fiercely 
competitive as after Round 
6 the early joint leaders 
were John Pillemer of St 
George and Parramatta’s 
Steve Karavatakis with 7 
points. However after 
Round 12 Blacktown City 
goalkeeper, Fernando 
Greco leap frogged into the 
lead with 11 points 
narrowly followed by 
Carter who had now bolted 
in from nowhere, with 10 
points. 

Round 18 saw Carter hit 
the front streaking further 
ahead with 17 points tracked 
by Greco on 14. 

Carter's final tally was 21 
points from Greco on 18. 
Bonnyrigg’s striker Stefan 
Janic surged to 17 with 
Karavatakis two points 
behind. 


Carter 


Speaks 
to 


ABSW 


ELATED, BUT charact- 
eristically humble, when 
ABSW approached Carter 
immediately after his 
successful achievement, he 
told us, “I haye been 
treating each game as if it 
could be my last at top level 
at my age. 

“As you know I have just 
been signed up by Olympic 
for the coming season as I 
feel I still have a big appetite 
for the game, Maybe I’m 
selfish, but I believe that 1 


finished playing in the NSL 
too early back in 1992 with 
Apia when injury put me out 
of the game for 18 months. 

“After I finally retire I 
would love to coach as I took 
over the coaching at St 
George this season for the 
last two matches. 

“Our coach Frank Lang 
had to go overseas. We won 
those last two games with 
victories over Bonnyrigg 
Eagles and Sutherland and 1 
enjoyed the experience 
immensely,” smiled Carter. 

He started his Soccer 
career with the Juniors at 
Revesby Workers before 
moving on to Bankstown 
then Auburn, 

Carter then graduated to 
have playing stints in the 


Boyd McGregor: Most popular choice as Referee of the 
Ye 


N.S.L. with Apia, Marconi, 
Blacktown City and Sydney 
United. 

‘Two seasons ago coach 
Peter Katholos enticed 
Carter to join St George 
Saints where he used the 
player's enormous 
experience and reading 
ability at sweeper behind a 
very young side. 

Which players in the 
NSW Super League did the 
1997 Medal winner see as 
stern, competitive and 
consistent quality player? 

Carter in a flash answered, 
“Parramatta Eagles’ skipper 
and central marker George 
Souris and striker Steve 
Karavatakis and Blacktown 
City’s sweeper Jeff Doyle.” 


| 
| 
i 

4 


fear. 


i. 


competition. The Board, coaching staff and 


40 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 30, 1997 


Paul Carter: 1997 Gold Medal Winner. 


Steve Karavatakis: Golden Boot winner with 15 goals. 


Ihe REAL Soccer — spectrum of teams. 
NSW Super League outfits 

ito Australia in 1990 Blacktown City Demons and 
by Albion, world-wide Central Coast Coasties are 
leaders in cricket headwear  REAL’s highest profile clubs 


Brand was introduced 


and protection. After seven 


on the sponsorship list. Both an exciting 1998 range. 
clubs have been involved in Community based 
product testing of match balls Premier League Soccer at 
over the year to ensure only Association level has always 
quality items are sourced for produced a high level of 


seasons of growth, the 
brand now consists of a well 
renowned package of 
products including soccer 
balls, shinpads, goalkeepers’ 
gloves and clothing, bags 
and accessories. 

REAL is pronounced RE- 
AL, asin Real Madrid, 

‘The popularity of the round 
ball game has continued to 
grow with increased 
registrations Australia wide 
and REAL has pursued the 
grass roots level approach, 
assisting many clubs in their 
development and, in the 
process, become a leading 
soccer brand in Australia, 

REAL has now had its 
match balls _ officially 
endorsed by the three largest 
soccer federations in 
Australia: New South Wales, 
Queensland and Victoria. 

This ‘HAT TRICK’ of 
endorsements was achieved 
after a multitude of well 
known soccer names were pul 
forward, but only REAL and 
Mitre have been included in 
the licensed ball category for 
all three States, 

Soccer NSW, the QSF and 
VSF will | implement 
compulsory use of endorsed 
balls in all matches next year. 
There will also be a major 
push to ensure that only 
d balls are used in 

ing by clubs associated 
with these federations. 

As an Australian owned 
and run company, REAL has 


developed and maintained 
strong links with a wide 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


GANISED TOUR P 


HOST 


4974 GERMANY 
4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 
4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 
4994 USA 


Adelie: 
Sea Air Travel Service 
403 Gage ows 
i a 35606 
(8) 8356 8473 
TEN TALS 


WE WERE THERE 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


LicNo, TAIZ57 


1D dose 
CUP WINNER oe 
1974 GERMANy 
1978 ARGENTINA 
1982 ITALy 
1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 
1994 BRAZIL 


commitment and talent. 
REAL is also positioned at 
this critical point, working 
with Epping Eastwood (2nd 
in P. League, reserve grade 


‘second Round’ Championship 2 His) 


‘The Package Includes: 
‘© Retum Economy Airfares 


‘© 4 Stacium Tickets on Second Round 


Match — Quarter & Semi Final Match 
= 4st, 2nd, 5rd and ath Piace Finals 
© Transfers to and from Airports 
® Hotel Accommodation 
© Intercity Transfers by either Air or 
‘Coach 


upairy 
© Fully Escorted. 


"First & Second' Round Sdalalded dad (inc. Finals) 


The Package includes: 


By Robbie 


Wheatley 


winners) in the Gladesville 
Hornsby _ Association, 
Brookvale (mid-table 
position), Manly Warringah 
and Engadine Eagles (top 4 
finalists) in the strong 
Sutherland area. Linking up 
with NSW Super League’s 
No. 1 goalkeeper Jason 
Holmes, of current 
champion club Parramatta 
Eagles, has also proven a 
winner. Jason has assisted 


REAL in product 
development with young 
keepers right through to 
senior custodians. 

A big vote of thanks goes 
to all the clubs and 
individuals who have 
worked with the REAL team 
in 1997. Time then to pick 
up a super end of year prize 
by joining the ABSW-REAL 
competition in this, and next 
week's, issue. 


REAL. | 


Win a $150.00 REAL | 
Soccer Pack: 


FOLLOWING QUESTION. 


NAME ANY 3 (THREE) SOCCER BALLS IN 
THE 1997 REAL RANGE. 


SEND YOUR ENTRIES, INCLUDING 
YOUR NAME AND 
ADDRESS DETAILS TO: 


ALBION AUSTRALIA 
PO BOX 167 


i 
I 
ST. PETERS NSW 2044 J 


I 
SIMPLY ANSWER THE | 
I 


Package Tourist 
(Prices per person) 


7 Match Category 3 4ae77 


7 Match Category 2 5.225 


7 Match Category 4 5.462 


Single Supplement 4,280 


Package Tourist 
(Prices per person) 


ee 
Tourist 


8 Match Category 3 5.967 


6.567 


8 Match Category 2 6.450 


7257 


8 Match Category 4 7497 


8,297 


Single Supplement. 41,280 


1920 


Superior | First 
Tourist 


40607 | 11,976 


11282 | 12.882 


12859 | 14,159 


3800 | 5,120 
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6.10.97 FRI Topper Breakers wv Adelaide Sharks 7.80 em % 21.11.97 FRI 7.30 PM 
410.97 SAr Canberra Cosmos v Sydney United ..........2 7.00rm 21.41.97 FR Sydney United v Marcon! Falrileld.......: 7.50 Pm 
4.10.97 SA Garton S¢ v Perth Glory M 8.00°m % Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights....K 7.00 Pm 
4.40.97 SAY — Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne......K 7.00 pm Carton S6 v UTS 5.00 pm 
5.10.97 SUN Melbourne Knights v Gippsland Falcons ....) 6.00 em 14.97 SU Perth Glory v Adel a 4.00 Pm 

UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield... 6.50em %25.11.97 SUN South Melbourne v Canberra Cosmos......8 6.00 Pm 
Adelaide City v Wollongong City Adelaide City v Topper Breakers .......6 7.50 pm 


10.97 FRI Wollongong City Vv Brisbane Strikers ......C 7.50 Pm % 4.97 FRI ‘Topper Breakers v Brisba sevee) 7.80 POM 


-10.97 SAT Marcon Falrrield vw Canberra Cosmos.. 7.00 pm 28.11.97 FRI Marcon! Fairfield v Cariton Sc... 7.30 PM 

10.97 SU Carlton Sc vy Sydney United... Ml 38.00 Pm 14. Canberra Cosmos v Melbourne Knights....8 7.80 pm 

2.10.97 SUN South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights...8 6.00pm 80.11.97 SUN Gippsland Falcons v Perthy Glory... le 6.00 PM 
10.97 SU Perth Glory V AdSIAGS CHtY J 4.00 Pm 50.11.97 SU UTS Olympic v Adelaide city . 6.30 Pm 
.10.97 SUN Gippsland Falcons v Topper Breakers .......F 6.00pm 7950.11.97 SUN South Melbourne v Wollongong City .......8 6.00 pm 

10.97 SU Adelaide Sharks v UTS Olympic 5.00 PM 11.97 SU Adelaide Sharks v Sydney Unitted.......-. 7.80 PI | 

10.07 FRI Melbourne Knights v Wollongong City... 7.80 PM 5 FR ars 

10.97 ERI Topper Breakers v South Melbourne. 7.80 em 12.97 FRI Melbourne Knights v Topper Breakers... 

10.07 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Perth Glory... 7.00 PM 97 SAT Carkton SC V Adelaide Sharks 

10.97 SAY Canberra Cosmos V Carlton SC... 2.00 PM 12.1 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Urs ©lympic... 

10.07 SAT Marconi Fairfield v West Adelaide... 7.00 PaB 2.97 SU Perth Glory v South Melbourne. 

10.97 SUI UTS Olympic v Gippsland Falcons... 6.80 pm A SU) Wollongong Clty v Canberra Cosmos... 

Adelaide ciky v Sydney Unitted....... BA, fs SUN Adelaide city v Marconi Fatriield .....G 


O97 FR Sydney United v Bris! 7.80 PM 3.12.97 SAT Marcon) Fairield v Brisbs veel 700 POR 
0.97 SAT Ganiton Se v Adel 5.00 Pm 12.97 SAT Ganberra Cosmos V Topper Breakers........2 7.00 Pm 
26.10.97 SU! Perth Glory V Melbourme Knights...) 4:00 rm 12.97 SAT Gippsland Falcons Vv Garton SG...... G00 PM 
10.97 SUN Gippsland Falcons V Marconi Fairicid.. 6.00 Pm 2.97 SUN South Melbourne v Sydney United 6.0© Pim 
210.97 SU Wollongong City vy Topper Breakers 6.80\Pm | 2.97 SUN UTS Olympic v Melbourne Knights.../\ 6.50 Pm 
10.97 SUN South Melbourne Vv UTS OlyMpIG........ 3 6.00 PM 12.97 SU Adelaide Sharks v Adelaide city 0 7.80 Pm | 
10.97 SUN Adelaide Sharks v Ganberra Cosmos..18A 8.00 pm 12.97 SUN Perth Glory v Wollongong City....:...J 5.00 Pm | 


10.97 FRI Topper Breakers v Perth Glory... D) 7.30 PM 12.97 FRI Topper Breakers vw UTS Olympic. -D 7.80 Pat 

SAT Canberra Cosmos v Adelaide Clty. 7.00 PM 12.97 FRI sydney United v Wollongeng city L 7.80 Pa 

SAT Brisbane Strikers v Cariton SC 7.00 PM .12.97 SAT Brisbane Stikers v Adelaide Sharks K 7.00 Fm 
SAT Marconi Fairfield vw South Melbourne a) 7.00 Pa 7 Carlton SG v South Melbourne......Ml 5.80 rm 
SUN Melbourne Knights v sydney United . 6.00 Pm oe Melbourne Knights v Marconi Fatrield .....i 6.00 Pi 
SUN Adelaide Sharks v Gippsland Falleoi 7.30 PM 212. Adelaide city v Gippsland Falcons.....G° 7.30 Pin 
SU UTS Olympic v Wollongong City 6.50 PM 12s Perth Glory v Canberra Cosmos 


Gippsland Falcons v Canberra Cosmos 5 2.97 SAT Marconi Fairtield v Topper Breakers .. 
Sydney United v Topper Breakers... 2.97 SUN South Melbourne v Adelaide City. 
Carlton SC v Melbourne Knights. Wollongong city v Gariton Sc 
Perth Glory v UTS Olympic. 12: Lf Perth Glory v sydney United .......... 
South Melbourne v Adelaide Sharks ... 12.97 SU! Adelaide Sharks v Melbourne Knights....6 7.80 Pm 
Adelaide Clty v Brisbane Strikers .12.97 SUN Gippsland Falcons v Brisbane Strikers.......F 6.00 pa | 
Wollongong City v Marconi Fairfield. 2.97 SU UTS Olympic v Canberra Cosmos....../\ 6.50 Pm 


11.97 FRI Topper Breakers v Cariton SC. .-.D 7.80 pm m2. FRI Topper Breakers v Marconi Fairfield 
11.97 SAT Canberra Cosmos v Brisbane Strikers. 7.00 pm G2. ERI Sydney United v Perth Glory 
11.97 SAT Marconi Fairfield v Perth Glory 7.00 PM 4 SAT Gariton SC v Wollongong City... 
11.97 SAT Gippsland Falcons v south Melbourne. 6.00 Pm 4 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Gippsland Falcons 
11.97 SU Adelaide Sharks v Wollongong City .. 7-50 PM SUN Melbourme Knights v Adelaide Sharks... 
11.97 SU UTS Olympic v Sydney United... 6.50 pm 24.1.9 SUN Adelaide City v South Melbourne 
11.97 SUN Melbourne Knights v Adelaide City .... 6.00 pu 25.4. MON Canberra Cosmos v UTS Olympic...... 


1.98 Fe Sydney United v Canberra Cosmos 5 


0.1.98 SAT Marcon Falriteld v Urs Olympic al 
0.1.98 SAT Glppsland Falcons v Melbourne Knights... 
11.1.98 SUN South Melbourne v Brisbane Strikers B 


1.1.98 SUN Wollongong City v Adelaide city. 


1.1.98 SU Perch G V Carion SG... 
1.1.98 SU 


Adelaide Sharks v Topper Breakers . 


98 FR Sydney United v Carton SC..... 

08 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Wollongong GC 

98 SAT Canberra Cosmos v Marconi Fairfield. 
98 SUN Adelaide City v Perth Glory....... 


Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne 
UYS Olympic v Adelaide Sharks ........ 


6. 

6.4 

7. 
12.4. 

8. 

8. 

8. 


25.10 
Das 
25,1,98 SUN Wollongong City v Melbourne Knights...6 
25.1.98 SUN Perch Glory v Brisbane Strikers .......! 
25.91.98 SUN South Melbourne v Topper Breakers . 8 


sole 


25.41.98 SUN Gippsland Falcons v Urs Olympic 6.00 Pat 
25.1,.98 Su Adelaide Sharks V Marconi Patricia ......G 7.80 pm 
J) 1): Se ne ny 
$0,198 FRI Topper Breakers v Wollongong City .......! D 7.80 Pm 
s1.1.98 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Sydney United... 7.00 Pm 
31.1.98 SAT Marconi Fairticld w Gippsland Falcons......1 7.00 ram 
1.1.98 SAT Canberra Cosmos w Adelafide Sharks . 7.00 Pu 
‘ae su UTS Olympic v South Melbourne 6.30 PM 
ee SUN Melbourne Knights v Perth Glory... 6.00 Pa 


SU Adelaide tity v Cariton SG... 


20.298 FR Sydney United v Melbourne Knights... 


2V.2.98 SAT Gariton SC V Brisbane Strikers. 
22.2,.98 SUN South Melboume Vv Marcon! Fairteldl 


A2,2.98 SU 
222.98 SU 
A2.2.98 SU 
22,2.98 SU 


land Falcons v Adelaide Sharks . 
Perth Glory v Topper Breakers. 
Wollongong City v UTS Olympic... 

Adelaide City v Canberra Cosmos. 


Gippst 


272.98 FRINEweAstle Breakers w Sydney United 
28.2.98 SAY Marconi Fairield v Wollongong City 
28.2.98. SAT Ganberra Cosmos v Gippsland Falcons.. 
28.2.98 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Adelaide City. 


1.5.98 SUN Melbourne Knights v Carkton SC. 
1.8.98 SU UTS Olympic v Perth Glory .. 


1.5.98 SUN Adelaide Sharks v South Melbourne 


FR Sydney United v Adelaide Sharks... 
SAT Gariton SC v Marconi Fairfeld 
SAT &tisbane Strikers v Topper Breakers 
Perth Glory v Gippsland Falcon 
Melbourne knights v Canberra Cosmos 
Adelaide City vw UTS Olympic... 

N Wollongong City v South Melbourne 


7.80 PM 


7.00 Pm 
6.00 PM 


6.50 Pm 


5.00 PM 


7.80 PM 


7.80 PM 
5.00 Pm 
6.00 PM 
6.00 Pm 
5.00 PM 
6.50 PM 
7.80 PM 


7.30 em 
7.00 em 
7.00 PM 


7.00 PM % 


6.00 PM 
6.50 Pm 


7.50 PM 


7.80 Pm | 
5.00 Pm 4 
7.00 PM = 
4.00 Pm 4 


6.00 Pm 


7.80 PM 4 
6.30 em 4 


@ 15.35.98 


18:5.98 Topper Breakers vw Adelaide City .... 


PRI 
148.98 SAVY Marconi Falriicld v sydney United... 
143.98 SAY Canberra Cosmos v South Melbounne.. 


15.86.98 
15.58.98 
15.85.98 


SUM Gippsland Falcons v Wollongong City... 
SU) Adelaide Sharks v Perch Glory ....... 
SUN Melbourne Knights v Brisbane Strikers 
SU UTS Olympic v Carlton SG... 


en Te 


FRI Sydney United v Urs oO! colt 
SAT Carlton SC vy Topper Srealkers.......M 
SAY Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Gosmos......K 
SU Wollongong City v Adelaide Sharks'........6 
SU Perth Glory v Marconi Falrield......) 
isu) Adelaide City v Melbourne Knights....G 
SUN 


ER Topper Breakers v Melbourne Knights ... 
SAT Marconi Fairfeld v Adelaide city. 
SAY Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong City.. 


29.5.98 SUN Gippsland Falcons v Sydney United... 
293.98 SU UTS Olympic V Brisbane Strikers 
29.58.98 SU Adelaide Sharks v Carlton SG... 


29.58.98 SUN South Melbourne v Perth Glony 


3.4.98 FRI Topper Breakers v Canberra Cosmos 

3.4.98 FR Sydney United v South Melbourne 

44.98 SAT Wollongong City v Perth Gi 

44.98 SAT Gariton SC v Gippsland Falcons ....M 

44.98 SAT Brisbane Strikers v Marcont Fatriteld IK 

6.4.98 Su Adelaide city v Adelaide Sharks........G 
SU) voll] 


5.4.98 Melboume Knights v UTS Olympic..... 


12.4.98 
12.4.98 


SUN Ganberra Cosmos v Perth G 
SUN Gippsland Falcons v Adelaide City... 


12.4.98 Sui UTS Olympic v Topper Breakers ., 
12.4.98 SUI i Sharks v Brisbane Strikers 
12.4.98 su fh Melbourne wv Caritom SC 

12.4.98 Su ae City v ofc United are 
12.4.98 SUN Marcon! Fairfield v Melbourne Knights.....l 


KEY To GROUNDS: 


SYONEY FOOTBALL STADIUM Driver Ave Paddington NSW 
BOB JANE SvABtn Albert Road Drive Albert Park Vic 
BRANDON PARK Squires Way Fairy Meadow NSW 
TOPPER STADIUM Sandgate Road Birmingham Gardens 
Newcastle NSW 

SEIFFERT OVAL Queanbeyan NSW 

FALCONS PARK Grinigan Road Morwell VIC 

HINDMARSH STADIUM Holden Street Hindmarsh SA 
KNIGHTS PARK Somers Street North Sunshine Vic 
MARCONI STADIUM Marconi Road Bossley Park NSW 
PERTH OVAL Pier Street East Perth WA 

SUNCORP STADIUM Castlemaine Street Milton QLD 
PARRAMATTA STADIUM Parramatta NSW 

OPTUS OVAL Royal Parade Parkville WIC 


9O8S 


BrAcr-xzqoum 


7.50 PM 
7.00 PM 
4.00 Pim 


7.80 PM 


South Melbourne v Gippsland Falcons.....8 6.00 Pm 


3 6.00 Pm 


PUBASE NOTE: THES DRAW 12 SURUECT TO ALTERATION FOR TELEVISION AND SOCCER AUSTRALIA REQUIREMENTS 


6.00 Pm 
7.80 PM 


5.00 Pm 


6.50 PM 


7.80 PM 
7.00 PM 
7.00 PM 
6.00 Pha 
6.50 Pm 
8,00 Pan 


7.50 Pil 
7.80 PM 
7.00 PM 
8.00 PM 
7.00PM 
7.80 PM 
6.00 Pm 


7.00 fon 
7.00 PM 
7.00PM 
6.50 PM 
7.00 Pm 
7.00) POM 
7.00 PM 
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12. &13 ) 


Coach: Ken Worden 
, Ground: Knights 
Stadium, North Sunshine 

Last season: Finished 
6th 

Last season top 
scorer: Adrian Cervinski - 


13. 

Phone: (03) 9312-3584 

Fax: (03) 9312-3703 

Retained: Ransford 
Banini, Adrian Cervinski, 
Ante Deak, Joe Didulica, 
Vilson Knezevic, Ante 
Kovacevic, Zoran 
Markovski, Andrew Marth, 
Dragi Nastevski, Tom 
Pondeljak, Mijo Trupkovic, 
Damian Vojtek. 

Question Marks: Ice 
Kutlesovski, Ollie 
Pondeljak, Marjan 
Tasevski. 

Out: David Cervinski 

. (Carlton), Lubo Lapsansky 
(Carlton), Josip Simunic 
(SV Hamburg, Germany), 
Branko Bacak (Carlton), 
Ivan Duzel (released). 

In; Ivan Jolic (St Albans 
Saints), Zeljko Susa 
(Canberra Deakin), Ivan 
Kelic (South Melbourne), 
Alan Davidson (Pahang, 
Malaysia), Ross Greer 
(Selangor, Malaysia), Joe 
Rajher (youth). 

Pending: Ivan Colina (St 
Albans Saints), John 
Didulica (North Geelong 
Warriors). 

No one expected 
Melbourne Knights to 
come anywhere near the 
finals last season, 

And after another pre- 


season that has seen them 
lose some key personnel, 
opinions are once again 
saying that they'll not do 
anything this season. 

The Knights have lost 
fifteen players over the 
past two years, players 
who collectively, would 
romp the league in. 

How a team can lose 
players like Mark Viduka, 
Steve Horvat, Joe Spiteri 
etc and still be one of the 
competition's strongest 
teams is a tribute to the 
spirit that the Knights have. 

Again, they've lost some 
fine players during the 
break. 

Lubo Lapsansky, David 
Cervinski and Joe Simunic 
are all gone leaving some 
big holes for the Knights to 
fill. 

Alan Davidson is back at 
the club in player-assistant 
coach role where he will 
work with another former 
Knights man, Ken Worden. 

Worden, who guided the 
Knights to the 1991 Grand 
Final, returns from a stint 
in Malaysia to take over 
from lan Dobson. 

The Knights, like Carlton, 
have gone professional 
training twice a day in a bid 
to get them back to the 
top, 

Ivan Kelic is another old 
boy to come back to the 
club to play up front with 
one of the clubs most 
important players, Adrian 
Cervinski, who is 


recovering from an 
operation on his troubled 
ankle. 

The Knights strike force 
hasn‘t looked the same 
since the departure of 
Viduka but this new 
combination may go some 
way to solving those 
problems. 

There is a problem 
however, with the 
goalkeeping position at 
Knights Stadium. 

They have Vilson 


both fine ‘keepers in their 
own right but getting one 


the park is the dilemma 
facing Worden. 

After breaking his arm 
last year, Knezevic has 
been unlucky to sustain a 
thigh injury while Didulica 
is battling with a bout of 
glandular fever. 


Knights. 
Greer, originally from 
Western Australia, played 

for seven years in Hong 
Kong and joins the club 
from Malaysian club 
Selangor. 

Players to watch: Tom 
Pondeljak, Cervinski, 


“a itil) 
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Knezevic and Joe Didulica, 


of them fit enough to be on 


Ross Greer also joins the 


LAKERS LOOKING TEAM TO BEAT 


South 


Coach: Ange 
Postecoglou 

Ground: Lakeside 
Stadium, Albert Park 

Last season: Finished 
Srd 

Last season top 
scorer: Paul Trimboli - 9 

Phone: (03) 9645-9797 

Fax: (03) 9645-9796 

Internet site: 
‘www.ozemail.com.au./- 
smlakers/index.html 

Retained: Tansell Baser, 
Con Blatsis, David 
Clarkson, Vaughan 
Coveny, Michael Curcija, 
Bill Damianos, Fausto De 
Amicis, George 
Goutzioulis, Steve losifidis, 
Robert Liparoti, Nick Orlic, 
Steve Panopoulos, Michael 
Petkovic, Jason Polak, Paul 
Trimboli 

Out: Alex Kuzmanovic 
(Adelaide Sharks), Daniel 
Allsopp (Carlton), Ivan 
Kelic (Melbourne Knights), 
Mike Petersen (retired) 

In: Con Boutsianis 
(Collingwood Warriors), 
Goran Lozanovski 
(Collingwood Warriors), 
John Anastasiadis (PAOK 
Salonika, Greece). 

South Melbourne will be 
one the teams to beat this 
season. 

A top two finish 
shouldn't be out of the 
question for a squad 
littered with international 
players and experienced 
national league 
performers. 

They were one of the 
best teams last year, going 
out in the preliminary final 
to Sydney United after a 
nightmare start to the 


season. 

The Lakers have lost 
four players but still 
remain a very settled 
lineup. 

Mike Petersen has retired 
but won't be lost to the 
club as he takes up a 
position on the coaching 
staff. 

Ivan Kelic has joined 
Melbourne Knights and 
fellow striker Daniel 
Allsopp has gone to 
Carlton. 

Alex Kuzmanovic, who 
was suspension prone last 
year, has been snapped up 
by Adelaide Sharks. 

One player they have 
lost for most of the year is 
Jason Polak. 

Polak hasn‘t gone 
anywhere, but injuries 
picked up in a game 
against Carlton will see 
him sidelined. 

But South Melbourne 
have captured three 
players to make the squad 
stronger still. 

John Anastasiadis has 
come back from Greece 
and Con Boutsianis re- 


‘Melbourne 


joins the Lakers after an 
ill-fated year with 
Collingwood Warriors. 

Goran Lozanovski is the 
key signing. 

Like Boutsianis, 
Lozanovski had a 
nightmare season with 
Collingwood, succumbing 
to a serious injury early 
and then never recapturing 
the form that saw him gain 
national selection. 

In pre-season matches 
he has looked razor sharp 
sending in those 
trademark crosses and 
free kicks to precision. 

His linking with Michael 
Curcija in particular is of 


great importance to the 
side. 

Curicija along with his 
Young Socceroo buddies 
will play a big role in the 
team after missing much 
of last year due to national 
duties, 

Players to watch: 
li, Lozanovski, 


Ground: Falcons Park, 
Morwell 

Last season: Finished 
12th 

Last season top scorer: 
Eddie Krncevic, Tony 
Sekulic - 5 

Phone; (03) 5134-5529 

Fax; (03) 5133-6177 

Internet site: 
gippslandfalcons@net- 
tech.com.au 

Retained: Jim Kourtis, 
Doug Marcina, Nick 
Palamaras, Hugo Gimenez, 
Mark Foy, Bill Mitroulas, 
Clayton Bell, Will Hastie, 
Claudio Canosa, Manny 
Gotis; Joe Tricarico, Levent 
Osman, Tony Sekulic, John 
Hutchinson, Archie 
Thompson, 

Out: Marcus 
Stergiopoulos (Carlton), 
Eddie Kmcevic (Carlton), 
Esala Masi (Rochedale 
Rovers, Qld), Manoa Masi 
(Fiji). 

In: Brian MacNicol 
(Collingwood Warriors), 
Nick Tsaltas (Port 
Melboume Sharks), Peter 
Di lorio (Collingwood 
Warriors), Bojo Jevdjevic 
(Springvale White Eagles) 

Gippsland Falcons are 
desperate to put last years 
eppeinenete behind 
them. 


Nearly kicked out of the 
league, appalling 
attendances and a place 
near the bottom of the 
ladder combined to make 
it the worst season ever for 
the Falcons, 

The problem of getting 
crowds to Falcons Park is 
one they need to address 
quickly. 

They averaged only 
around 2000 for the 
majority of last season 
until the last two home 
games when they had their 
two best attendances 
against Newcastle and UTS 
Olympic. 

Finishing in twelfth 
position didn’t help things 
but even against South 
Melboume, a team they 
usually draw good crowds 
from, they could manage 
only just over 3000. 

They are taking a 
different approach for the 
coming season. 

All bar one of their 
games against sides from 
interstate are played on 
Sundays, whereas games 
against Melboume teams 
are played on Saturdays, 
the traditional day for 
Falcons’ home games. 

Good performances on 
the park will determine 
how many people the 


Falcons can get each week 
and an improvement on 
last year's effort is a must. 

It won’t be easy though. 
The Falcons haven't exactly 
set the world on fire with 
their new signings. 

It will be pretty much the 
same side that took the 
field last year apart from 
Marcus Stergipoulos and 
Eddie Kmncevic. 

Esala and Manoa, the 
Fijian Masi cousins, are 
also gone, although neither 
played an enormous part 
last season. 


BRIAN MACNICOI is the 
Falcons major arrival. 

MacNicol, just one of the 
many players left over from 
the Collingwood Warriors 
debacle, is an experienced 
player at this level, 
something which coach 
Frank Arok appears to be 
short of, 

Other than MacNicol, 
there isn’t an awful lot to 
enthuse about. 

Peter Di lorio also comes 
from Collingwood and 
‘keeper Bojo Jevdjevic has 
been signed as a back up 
for Jim Kourtis. 

Striker Nick Tsaltas has 
been signed with the hope 
that he can solve the clubs 
goalscoring difficulties. 

Tsaltas, a prolific scorer 
in the Victorian Premier 
League with Port 
Melbourne Sharks, is likely 
to play up front with Joe 
Tricarico and Archie 
Thompson who impressed 
whilst playing late last 
season. 

Kiwi Mark Foy has also 
been earmarked for a 
switch to striker after 
looking good in the 
position pre-season. 

Alex Duric and Steve 
Mangos, two players who. 
left the Falcons last year to 
play in China, are wanted 
back by Arok to bolster his 
rather thin squad. 

They still have 
commitments in China to 
complete and it looks as 
though Duric may opt for 


Adelaide Sharks instead. 

The squad, if anything, is 
weaker than what it was 
last year suggesting the 
Falcons have a mighty 
battle to make the top six. 

Players to watch: 
Sekulic, MacNicol, 
Tricarico. 


Coach: Eddie Krncevic 

Ground: Optus Oval, 
Carlton North 

Phone: (03) 9389-6213. 

Fax: (03) 9588-0326 

Internet site; 
www.carltonsoccer.com.au 

After nearly five months 
of preparation, Carlton 
Soccer Club’s big moment 
comes this Saturday when 
they take on Perth Glory at 
Optus Oval. 

The side has been 
training twice a day, five 
times a week since June 
plus playing endless 
friendlies, but now we shall 
see what the new kids on 
the block are made of. 

Their coach Eddie 
Krncevic, is in his first role, 
and like Frank Farina, will 
bring something different 
to Australian Soccer after 
all those years of 
succesfully plying his trade 
in Europe. 

A 4-1 defeat to South 
Melbourne in the first of 
their serious pre-season 
matches was not the ideal 
way to begin, but a string 
of impressive results 
against decent opposition 
Suggests the Blues will 
make the league sit up and 
take notice. 

A bunch of talented 
youngsters plus seasoned 
campaigners like skipper 
Alan Hunter and John 
Markovski make Carlton's 
one of the more interesting 
Squads going around. 

Building that squad 
seemed to take forever and 
it also appeared to be 
making them enemies left, 
right and centre with other 
clubs accusing the new 
boys of poaching or that 
their approaches to some 
players were not made 
through the correct 
channels. 

They have had their 
disappointments, 

Both Joe Simunic and 
Bill Damianos looked to 
joining the club only to 
mysteriously change their 
minds, 

But despite missing out 
on those two, Carlton can 
boast some excellent 
signings. 

Robert Trajkovski, Lubo 
Lapasansky, David 
Cervinski and, the best 
addition of all, Kresimir 
Marusic, will be crucial to 
any success Cariton may 
achieve. 

Hunter, the oldest 
member of the team, is 
injured and will not be 
available for the first few 
weeks. 

But the defence has 
been strengthened (after 
South Melbourne pulled it 
apart) with Cervinski 
coming across from 
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Melbourne Knights, 

Krncevic appeared to 
have real problems with 
his backline after that 
South Melbourne game but 
Cervinski, Con 
Anthopoulos and Sean 
Douglas, free of his 
premier league 
commitments with Green 
Gully, have looked more 
stable recently. 

Midfield is where the 
Blues will have no worries 
at all. 

In fact Carlton have 
almost an embarassment 
of riches when it comes to 
midfielders, 

Trajkovski, Lapsansky, 
Marusic plus Andy Vargas 
and Vince Grella make up 
an enviable group across 
the middle of the park. 

Add to that lot, New 
Zealand international Mark 
Atkinson as well as Marcus 
Stergiopoulos to see that 
when it comes to midfield, 
Carlton will get by, 

Up front they have Andy 
Vlahos, Daniel Allsopp and 
Branko Bacak, all three are 
reasonably inexperienced 
at this level. 


Markovski 
weight loss 


They also have 
Markovski. 

After a few 
disappointing years, 
Markovski looks to have 
turned the comer, and is 
now probably fitter than 
he has ever been thanks 
to the professional set up 
at Carlton. 

But it is off the park 
that most people will be 
looking at the Blues. 

With the Collingwood 
Warriors farce still fresh 
in the mind of many 
sceptics it has been easy, 
and inevitable, to 
compare the two. 

Such comparisons 
should end when you 
realise that Carlton had 


Marcus Sterg 

At Carlton he'll he iy 
travelling this season 
than last. 


the foresight to sit out for 
a year to plan ahead and 
not just rush into the 
Jeague as Collingwood 
did, 


Their ground, Optus 
Oval (or Princes Park to 
Give it its real name), is, 
in Carlton’s words “being 
transformed to a 
specialist Soccer field, 
ensuring that all fans are 
close to the play, with an 
excellent view from any 
seat in the ground.” 

There’s also the 
sponsorship from 
sporting giants Nike, with 
the possibilty of big 
money to be made from 
lucrative friendlies with 
other Nike wearing teams 
from around the world 
such as Borussia 
Dortmund, Arsenal and 
Rangers, 

Players to watch: 
Marusic, Markovski, 
Trajkovski 


Name Age Position Signed from 
Alan Hunter (c) 33 Defender Brisbane Strikers 
John Markovski (vc) 27 Forward — Knights 

Sean Douglas (vc) 24 Defender Gippsland Falcons 
Daniel Allsopp 18 Forward South Melbourne 
David Cervinski 26 Defender «Knights 

Robert Trajkovski 25 Midfield Sydney United 
Andy Viahos 20 Forward C'wood Warriors 
Kresimir Marusic 25 Midfield Sydney United 
Andy Vargas 19 Midfield VIS 

Marcus Stergiopoulos 23 Midfield Gippsland Falcons 
Lubo Lapsansky 25 Midfield Knights 

Branko Bacak 19 Forward Knights 

Con Anthopoulos 21 Defender South Melbourne 
Adrian Cagalj 48 Goalkeeper North Geelong 
Vince Grella 18 Midfield AIS 

Dean Anastasiadis 26 Goalkeeper C'wood Warriors 
Simon Colosimo 18 Defender Als 

Mark Atkinson 27 Midfield Central Utd., N.2. 
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England 


Premier League 
Aston Villa 2 Derby County 1 
Aston Villa 2 Sheffield Wednesday 2 
Bamsley 0 Leicester City 2 
Chelsea 1 Newcastle United 0 
Crystal Palace 2 Bolton Wanderers 2 
Derby County 4 Southampton 0 
Everton 2 Arsenal 2 
Leeds United 1 Manchester United 0 
Tottenham 0 Wimbledon 0 
West Ham 2. Liverpool 1 
Team PWDLFAP 
Arsenal 95 40 22 10 19 
Manchester Utd 9 5 3 1 12°4 18 
LeicesterCity 9 5 3 1 13 6 18 
Chelsea 8 5 1 2 22 10 16 
Blackbum Roy. 8 4 3 1 19 9 15 
Leeds United 9 4 1 4 11 HI 13 
West Ham 9 4 14 12 14 13 
Derby County 7 4 03 14 7 12 
Liverpool 8332128 12 
Newcastle Utd. 6 4 0 2 6 5 12 
Crystal Palace 9 3 24 9 IL Il 
CoventryCity 8 2 42 8 II 10 
Tottenham 9 2 43 6 10 10 
Aston Villa 9 3 15 10 15 10 
Wimbledon 8 23 3 1010 9 
Everton 8 2 241013 8 
Bolton Wand. 8 1 5 2 8 Il 8 
Sheffield Wed. 9 1 3 5 11 22 6 
Barnsley 9S 2 Oeil tpa23 6 
Southampton 9 1 17 5 17 4 
Division One 

Bury 1 W.BA 3 
Charlton Ath. 1 Stockport County 3 
Crewe Alex, 2 TranmereRovers | 
Man, City 6 Swindon Town 0 
Not. Forest 1 Stoke City 0 
Oxford United 0 Bradford City 0 
Port Vale 2 Queens Park Rangers 0 
Portsmouth 0 Reading 2 
Sheffield Utd 0 Birmingham City 0 
Wolvs 1 Huddersfield Town 1 
Team PWDLFAP 
Not. Forest Le ie Ke 
W.B. A. Desi Sae.7! 18 
QPR. 9.5. 3-110 12) 16 
Bradford City 9 4 3 2 12 13 15 
Sheffield United 43 09 3 5 

Swindon Town 9 4 3 2 9 11 15 
BirminghamC. 8 4 2 2 12 6 14 
Port Vale 9 4.203.119, 14 
CharltonAth, =8 4 1 3 16 12 13 
Sunderland Bia Y =3)9013)29° 13 
Wolvs 9 3 4 2 12 10 13 
Norwich City 9 4 1 4 8 15 13 
Middlesbrough 6 3 2 1 10 6 II 
Bury ba ae ea a 
Stoke City SoS) ne pO nie 8 ok E 
ManchesterC. 8 2 3 3 16 12 9 
StockportCty 9 2 3 4 13 12 9 
Crewe Alexia 8 3 0 5 12 14 9 
Portsmouth oP 2 SW 14:8 
Tranmere Roy, 9 2 1 6 12 14 7 
Oxford United 9 2 1 6 12 15 7 
Reading 92.16 6 18 7 
IpswichTown 7 1 33 9 Il 6 
HuddersfieldT. 8 0 4 4 5 12 4 


Norwich City 2. Ipswich Town 1 
Boumemouth 0 GrimsbyTown 1 
Blackpool 3 Southend United 0. 
Brentford 2: Bumley 1 
Bristol City 3. Luton Town 0 
Carlisle Utd 2. Gillingham 1 
Northampton T 2 Millwall 0 
16 


Oldham Ath. 4 Bristol Rovers 
Plymouth Arg. 2 Walsall 
Watford 1 York City 
Wigan Athletic 2 Fulham 
Wrexham 0 Chesterfield 
Wycombe W. 0 Preston North End 
Team PWDLFA 
Watford 9621148 
NorthamptonT. 9 6 2 1 12 5 
Chesterfield 9441 10 6 
Oldham Ath 9 3 5 1 16 14 
Bristol Rovers 9 3 5 1 13 9 
Wigan Athletic 9 4 1 4 14 12 
Blackpool 94141417 
PrestonN.E. 9 3 429 6 
Wycombe W. 9 3 3 3 15 15 
Millwall woa-O°3. 12-8 
Bournemouth 9 3 3 3 10 8 
Gillingham 9 3.3' 3-10, 1 
Brentford 93 33 10 12 
Wrexham 8 32°93: 15-12 
Bristol City 83°23 12 8 
Carlisle United 9 3 2 4 12 14 
York City 9 3°24 10 12 
Fulham Weare, 4 78 
Southend Utd 9 15 9 16 10 
Grimsby Town 9 243.7 9 
Plymouth Arg. 9 1 62 9 IL 
Walsall 92265: °9'513' 
LutonTown 9 1 35 5 14 
Burnley 904539 
Division Three 
Barnet 0 Lincoln City 
BrightonH. A. 2 Rochdale 
Cambridge Utd 2 Cardiff City 
Colchester Utd 1 Exeter City 
Darlington 0 Mansfield Town 
Hartlepool Utd 2 Shrewsbury Town 
Macclesfield T. 1 Peterborough Utd. 
Rotherham Utd 4 Chester City 
Scarborough 1 Notts County 
Scunthorpe Utd 2. Hull City 
Swansea City 1 Leyton Orient 
Torquay United 2 Doncaster Rovers 
Team PWDLFA 
NottsCounty 9 6 2 1 15 8 
Exeter City 9-652; 113) 7. 
Scunthorpe Utd 9 6 1 2 10 6 
PeterboroughU.9 5 3 1 21 8 
Cambridge Utd 9 4 3 2 16 12 
MacclesfieldT. 9 4 3 2 13 8 
Hartlepool Utd. 9 3 5 1 13 9 
Barnet 94 23 13:13 
Colchester Utd. 9 4 2 3 13 13 
Scarborough 9 4 2 3 12 11 
Lincoln City 9 4 2 3 10 II 
ChesterCity 9 4 1 4 13 13 
Cardiff City Lae Sy Has a 
Torquay United 9 4 1 4 11 WI 
Leyton Orient 9 4 14 9 8 
Rotherham Utd. 9 “3 3 3 16 15 
MansfieldT. 9 3 2 4 10 8 
SwanseaCity 9 3 1 5 12 17 
Rochdale 9 3 0 6 10 12 
ShrewsburyT. 9 2 1 6 II 16 
Darlington 9144811 
BrightonH.A. 9 1 35 7 14 
Hull City Cs BB is it dal 
DoncasterR. 9 0 3 6 4 19 
Scotland 
Premier League 
Aberdeen 1 Dunfermline Athleti 
Dundee United 1 Celtic 
Hibernian 1 StJohnstone 


0 Heart Of Midlothian 
2 Motherwell 


Kilmarnock 
Rangers 


Nwuoenny 


Dundee United 
Aberdeen 


Sov tole ealeeete eel 
WwWRHYNHPNOWNOHE 


Division One 


Airdrie 
Morton 
Hamilton | 
Raith Rovers 
St Mirren 


Team 
Hamilton 7 
Dundee 
Falkirk 

St Mirren 
Raith Rovers 
Airdrie 

Ayr United 
Morton 


1 Ayr United i} 
0 Dundee 2 
3 Stirling Albion 2 
2 Falkirk 0 
1 Partick Thistle 0 


VAN I III 
Rye NowvuHe gs 
BH HUE ees 
PeenwoHge 

Ss 

) 
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Stirling Albion 7 1 
Partick Thistle 7 1 


Division Two 


Brechin City 0 Queen Of The South 
Inverness Th. 1 Clyde 
Livingston 0 Clydebank 
Stenhousemuir 1 Forfar Athletic 
Stranraer 3. East Fife 
Team PWDLFA 
Livingston 7 4 30 11 5 
Forfar Athletic 7 4 0 3 3 12 
East Fife T 4-0" 3-1 
Clydebank SSF ah UD 
Stranraer Fi, B22 19) 
Stenhousemuir 7 3 1 3 10 11 
Clyde TD dear Bia 9: 
Queeno'South 7 2 1 4 10 11 
BrechinCity 7 1 24 8 17 
Inverness Thistle7 0 3.4 9 3 
Division Three 
Alloa Athletic 2 Arbroath 
Berwick Ran. 2 East Stirling 
Cowdenbeath 1 Albion Rovers 
Dumbarton 0 Queen's Park 
Montrose 3 Ross County 


6 Team PWDLFAP 
6 RossCounty 7 5 1 1 7 10 16 

Albion Rovers 7 5 0 2 16 15 5 

Alloa Athletic 7 5 0 2 14 5 15 
3 Queen'sPark 7 4 21 10 4 14 
2 Arbroath T4 VY 21410713 
0 East Stirling 7 4 0 3 11 1012 
4 Dumbarton TV ede Oost 5 
2 Montrose 71°15 1020 4 

BerwickRangers7 1 1 5 9 15 4 
P Cowdenbeath 71062 1 3 


A 
» World Cup Qualifiers 
. Asian Zone - Group B 
11 Usbekistan 2. United Arab Emirates 3 
10 Japan 1 South Korea 2 
2 Standings: South Korea 9, UAE 7, Japan 4, 
5 Usbekistan 1, Kazakhstan 1 
3 European Zone - Group 6 
Malta © Czech Republic 1 
: Friendlies 
4 Poland 2 Lithuania 0 
0 — Spain 2 Slovakia 1 
o (Continued next page) 
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Italy 


Bayem Munic 1 Schalke 


0 Sint-Truiden 


Duisburg 2 ArminiaBielefeld 1 Ghent 3 Beveren 
‘ Charleroi 3. Anderlecht 
Serie A 
Greece Lierse 2 Club Bruge 
Brescia 2 Piacenza - 0 
Fiorentina 1 AC Milan 0 OFfraklion 2. Olympiakos Bega ee ne 
Bologna 0. AS Roma 0 -PAOK. 4 Kalamata 0 D 
, os : Lommel 54 te 
Parma 4 Udinese 0 Panathinaikos 2. Veria Deere So oa ieee 
Sampdoria 1 Juventus 1 Athinaikos 0 Iraklis Salonika «= 0 
: : sae Ekeren 74 1215 10 
Lazi 3 Bar 2 Tonikos 1 Biikos Pires, 0 go gy 
Lece 1 Inter Milan 5 ABK Athens 1 Kavala Aine ef 
: 2a Lierse (Rear 
Xanthi 4. Proodeftiki Os see Caren 
Team PWDL FAP Panionios 1 ApollonAthens 93 nn” 
' Harelbeke = 7:2 «4:19 7 
Inter Milan 4 4 00 14 6 12 ie ttc 
Parma 43101 3 10 Team PWDLFAP 
; Ghent 72322B1 
Juventus 4.2207 1 8 _ Ionikos A MONO SONI TI OU eae as eae 
ASRoma 4 2: 2:0 6 2 8 Panathinaikos 4 4 007 0 12 eR aaa ic chy 
Sampdoria = 4: 2 «2:0 8 5 8  IraklisSalonika 4 3 1 0 5 0 10 Ra Te ee 
Lazio AAOnINIbS 77 = ARK Albens 4) Boel: 0040110 ee Soa A a 
Atalanta 42117 67 Olympics 43018 5 9 
: P Aalst Hee 403570010 
Vicenza 42116 5 7 Xanthi / aie s)oi) Ct pees eae 
Fiorentina 42 0.2.9 8 6 ApollonAlhens 42.0.2 54 6 cmt 7 a Dt 
Empoli 4.2025 6 6 PAOKSuonica 4 12163 5 Qh Ne EROS RSWETnE 
Udinese 42026 9 6 OFlimklion 41278 4 5 oe 
Napoli 41123 5 2 Phoodefiki 41126 8 4 
Brescia 41126 9 4 PanioniosA 4 1123 6 4 Holland 
ACMiln 89 4 0 2235 2 Paniliakos 3 1022 5 3 
Bologna 40 22 4 8 2 Ethinikos 4 103 3 5 3 SpartaRot. 3 RodaJC Kerkrade 
Piacenza 4013491 Veria 4103 4 8 3 Utrecht 2 Willem II Tilburg 
Bari 40133 8 1 Kavala 4103 3 7 3 Groningen — 2 Feyenoord 
Leove 40.043 1 0 Kalamata 4 0 2.2 2 7 2 Volendam 0 PSV Eindhoven 
Athingikos 4 0 13 1 6 1 sTwenteEns. 1 NACBreda 
Panahaiki Patras 3. 0 0 3 0 7 0  FortunaSittard 1 Vitesse Amhem 
Germany Heerenveen 0 Ajax Amsterdam 
; MVV Maas. 2 NEC Nijmegen 
Hertha Berlin 1 FC Cologne 0 Belgium Graafschap D. 1 RKC Waalwijk 
Wolfsburg 1 Stuttgar 0 
Kaiserslautem 1 Werder Bremen 3 Harelbeke 3 Antwerp 1 Team PWDLFA 
Borussia Dort. 2. 1860 Munich 3 Lokeren 1 Germinal Ekeren 3 Ajax Amsterdam8 8 0 0 36 3 
Bayer Lever. 1 Hansa Rostock 1 ‘Standard Liege 1 Lommel 0 —PSVEindhoven 8 5 3 0 25 9 
BorussiaM. 1 Karlsruhe 1 ExcelsiorM. 2 Aalst 0 Heerenveen 8) Sereale 2: 4 
Hamburg 2. Bochum 1 RWDMol. 1 Westerlo 2 TwenteEns. 8 4 3 1 127 


ee ec ater ogy ol 


eine! ac 


fter the first three 

rounds of the Serie A, 

the supporters of AC 
Milan must be wondering 
what is going on with their 
team. Some serious 
questions have be asked as 
they started the season with 
a 1-1 draw against Piacenza. 
Tt was followed with more of 
the same against Lazio and a 
2-1 loss to Udinese. 

Just for good measure, 
throw in an Italian Cup match, 
in between, where they were 
held to a 0-0 draw by Serie B 
club Reggiana, then you begin 
to understand the dismay. 

Billionaire Club President, 
Silvio Berlusconi, who is also 
the leader of the main 
‘opposition political party and 
the owner of the three main 
commercial television 
channels in Italy, has publicly 
said his team is full of talented 
individuals but they are 
simply not playing as a team. 

One glance at their playing 
ranks makes it very hard to 
argue with ‘Signor’ 
Berlusconi 

AC Milan's ‘super-squad’ 
‘includes Maldini, Albertini, 
Costacurta (Italy), Bogarde, 
Davids, Kluivert 
(Netherlands), Cruz, Leonardo 


(Brazil), Andersson, 
Blomquist (Sweden), Desailly, 
Ba (France), Boban, Smoje 
(Croatia), Ziege (Germany), 
Savicevic (Yugoslavia) and 
Weah (Liberia), 

The obvious problem for 
coach Fabio Capello is to get 
all these players to gel as a 
team. It may be worth 
remembering that Capello 
himself has just returned to the 
club alter a successful year in 
Spain, winning the 
championship with Real 
Madric 


id. 

In Capello's first five year 
stint at Milan he won four 
scudettos (championships). 
Last year, however, was a 
forgettable one for the club as 
it finished mid-table and 
sacked two coaches, the 
Uruguayan Oscar Tabarez and 
former national team coach 
‘Arrigo Sacchi. 


Oooe 


NEWLY PROMOTED 
Empoli, which is a small city 
near Florence, achieved their 
first Serie A victory in Round 
three as they defeated glamour 
club Lazio 1-0. 

Spare a thought for this 
little team because by the end 
of round five they will have 
faced Roma, Napoli, Lazio, 
Fiorentina and AC Milan. 


Not a bad baptism of fire 
for any team, let alone one 
that has been absent from the 
Serie A for over a decade, 


Oooo 


THE EXODUS of Italian 
coaches overseas continues. 
This time it is Claudio 
Ranieri, formerly coach at 
Napoli and Fiorentina, who 
has left for Spain to take over 
at Valencia. He replaces 
Argentine Jorge Valdano, 
Some of Italy’s best coaches 
are now overseas, including 
Nevio Scala (ex-Parma and 
Perugia) at Borussia 
Dortmund, and Giovanni 
Trapattoni (ex-Juventus and 
Cagliari) at Bayern Munich. 

Maybe English clubs 
should have a look, they could 
do worse. 


Oooo 


ON THE subject of coach 
movements, the hapless 
Graeme Souness is now at the 
helm of Torino in the Serie B, 
but is said to be on shaky 
ground. Souness’ team is 
struggling near the bottom of 
the ladder and possible 
replacements are said to be 
‘Carlo Mazzone (ex-Roma and 
Cagliari) or even former 
Brazilian star Junior, who 


Back row (L-R): C. Ferrara, M. Juliano, 
Front row ( 


played with the club in the 
80s. 


Torino are now in their 
second year in Serie B and 
this is simply not good enough 
for this once proud Serie A 
outfit. 


OOOOH 


RONALDO ‘MANIA’ has at 
this stage paid handsome 
dividends for Inter and their 
president Massimo Moratti, 
who paid a fortune to obtain 
the services of the 21 year old 
Brazilian star. 

Not only is he scoring goals 
but the club has sold in excess 
of 45,000 season tickets to 
their home games at the San 
Siro in Milan. This far 
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): Z. Zidane, A. Di Livio, 
exceeds the previous best 
effort for the so-called 
‘second’ Milanese club. 


Oooo 


AFTER THREE rounds of 
Serie A, Juventus, last year’s 
champion, have yet to concede 
a goal and have scored six. 

Well done to their 
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi 
(who is also Italy’s Numero 
Uno), and their defensive four 
of Ferrara, Tarricelli, Montero 
and Pessatto, 

To note that all these 
players are Italian makes you 
wonder if foreign defenders 
have a place in Italian 
football? Italy has always had 
a good defence as the 


S. Porrini, C. 


’, Jugovic, D. 


foundation of its national 
team. 


toooe 


STAR BIRTHDAYS: 
Claudio Gentile, ex-National 
team defender from the ‘70s 
and ‘80s and a member of the 
1982 World Cup winning 
team, was bom 27 September 
1953. 

Francesco Totti, striker for 
Roma, was born on 29 
September 1976, and George 
Weah, striker for AC Milan 
and Liberia, was born on 1 
October 1966. 


This week's 
games. 


Atlanta - Brescia; 
Empoli - AC Milan; 
Inter - Lazio; 
Juventus - 
Fiorentina; Lecce 
> Bari; Piacenza - 
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‘Torthern NSW are the 
new champions after 
conyincingly winning 

last Saturday’s Final of the 
Australian Senior 
Championship over rivals 
New South Wales in 
Neweastle. 

The 3-1 win held further 
significance as it signalled 
Northern’s first ever outright 
senior title. Their one 
previous taste of victory had 
been in Sydney at the 1990 
Championship where NSW 
and Northern NSW, locked 
Together in first position, were 
declared joint winners. 

‘An unseasonably long spell 
of cool, rainy weather forced 
the tournament to be moved to 
Turner Park, Cessnock for 
four days, but thankfully the 
return of the sunshine dried 
out Jack McLaughlin Oval at 
Edgeworth in time for the 
Final. 

‘The race was on from the 
start with Northern and NSW 
in battle on Day One, On 
paper, the two were predicted 
as the favourites, especially as 
“national league finalists, 
Queensland and South 
Australia, left their best 
players at home, NSW drew 
first blood, earming maximum 
points in a solid performance 
over the host state, 

Boosted by their four 
powerful ACT recruits, 
Northern territory sounded a 
warning with a powerful 
victory over Queensland in 
the first match of the event. 

But the following day, the ~ 
tough Victorian outfit dented 
NT hopes and continued their 
own campaign by claiming a 
win. 

After a lacklustre start, 
Queensland steadily 
improved, and their Day Four 
upset over front runners NSW 
really opened up the 
competition, Earlier in the 
day, the young talents from 
Tasmania, led by the 
experienced Sarah Fitzgerald, 
recorded an impressive win 
over the then second-placed 
Victoria, 

Every point and every goal 
ssuddenlyebecame a doubly 
precious commodity as the 
calculators came out for the 
last two days of the round. 

Day Five failed to separate 
NNSW and NSW, tied on 


equal points and goal 
difference, as they recorded 
draws against NT and Victoria 
respectively. Queensland 
failed to capitalise on the 
situation, also recording a 
draw against SA. 

Four teams remained in 
Contention for a finals birth on 
Day Six with NNSW and 
NSW level on ten points, 
pursued by Victoria and 
Queensland with eight apiece. 
Everything would come down 
to the last match of the round. 

In the end, it was the top 
two who decided their own 
destiny in taking maximum 
points, with NSW’s four goals 
against SA earning them the 
Association Trophy on goal 
difference. 

‘The Final had the makings 
of a real humdinger. No love 
is lost when the two 
neighbouring ‘States’ meet in 
battle. NSW had history 
behind them, going for a 
record fifth consecutive 
championship, but their 
campaign had suffered a set 
back with the loss of four 
members of the original team, 
including international Julie 
Murray. 

Northern, on home 
territory, were out to turn the 
tables and make their own 
history. 

From the start, it was 
NNSW who were hungrier 
and more determined, and 
they never looked back in the 
entire half. It soon became 
apparent, Northern’s power 
display and smooth team play 
would see them moye closer - 
‘towards the prize. 

Ten minutes in and 
Northern were rewarded with 
the opening goal, Already 
they had bombarded shots at 
the opposition only to be 
denied by NSW keeper 
Belinda Barter. 

A NNSW corner failed to 
be cleared, and attacker Jodie 
Randall managed to keep the 
play alive, squeezing the ball 
back out to the corner kicker 
from amidst the crowded six 
yard box. 

The resulting cross was 
flicked on square by the head 
of Libby Marshall, finding 
Kristy Palozzi in front of goal 
— her first time strike from 
close range rocked the back of 
the net, 


Final Ladder 
PWODL EF A P 
Gil ee AN Te llento, 
Goda, Age eats, 
Gree -2 alba eae 
6B Be A 2227 eA 0. 
Sanh pay Gee lst eae) 
ROMP Qb <4 Ase Gin Benes, 
962 O's 35, 32 ARBs 
RO Oust Sct S. iad 
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY: 
Northern New South Wales 
ASSOCIATION TROPHY: 
New South Wales 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: 
Sarah Fitzgerald (Tas) 
“All TROPHY: 


NORTHERN TAKES 
HONOURS AT 


‘Sandra Stavrou: She 
added speed to NSW- 
eam. «2 


Northern continued to 
surge forward at every 
opportunity, and NSW 
seemed unsure how to 
counteract their opponents. 

Just four minutes later, 
NNSW streaked ahead to 
double their lead. A free kick 
22 metres out on the right was 
perfectly floated over to the 
back post. Sneaking up on the 
blind side, Shelley Youman 
met the ball and volleyed 
home from four metres. 

The celebrations were 
barely over when NSW 
surprisingly pulled one back 
thirty five seconds later, From 
the kickoff, Gil Thomson was 
released up the left flank and 
from nothing unleashed a shot 
from 25 metres out wide. Her 
pinpoint attempt sailed 
outside the reach of keeper 
Pelay Ingles: it was 2-1 with 
all to play for. 

NSW enjoyed only one 
other dangerous raid in the 
first half when Anissa Tann- 
Darby, clear and unmarked in 
sight of goal sent her shot 
high over her target. 

Northern asserted their 
authority with a third goal and 
NSW could sense ‘the 
championship slipping away. 

Loose NSW play saw the 
ball fed to Northern's 
Marshall, positioned on the 
penalty spot. The striker did 
not hesitate and lobbed the 
ball over Barter despite the 
attention of two markers. 

After the break, the game 
turned as NSW fought 


“desperately to gain some 


ground in the do-or-die 


HOME 


Northern NSW: 
Ingles, Richards; Powell, 
Starr, Diamond, Randall, 
Youman (Dugomanov 
65), Baker, Palozzi : 
{Rogers 36), Marshall; 
Walsh (Sparks 46}. 


NSW: 

Barter, Clarke, Warrener, 
Spinner (Davis'36), 
Yardin, Smith, Rockall, 


encounter. More purposeful in 
possession, NSW finally 
started to push forward and 
create some opportunities. 
Ten minutes later, the quick 
Alison Hayes won the race to 
meet a dangerous through 
ball. Closely pursued by two 
defenders, Hayes was bundled 
over by some blatant shirt 
pulling as she headed towards 
0a. 


And the introduction of 
speedy striker Sandra Stayrou 
soon after injected some much 
needed spark into the NSW 
attack, They threw everything 
at Northern in search of a 
goal, but despite creating 
chances, NSW found it hard 
to produce any truly 
threatening shots. 

Norther, this time seeing 
little play up front, fought 
doggedly for the entire half to 


protect their lead and handled 
the sustained pressure 
competently, 


Northern's young keeper 
Ingles stepped up to the 
challenge and on numerous 
occasions came confidently 
off her line to thwart any 
danger. 

Key performers for 
Northern were Baker and 
Marshall, both working hard 
and winning a lot of ball, with 
attackers Thomson and 
Stavrou fighting hard for 
NSW. 


‘Winning coach Mark Jones 
was naturally delighted with 
the win and the performance 
of his players. 

“A number of players 
really stood up to be counted, 
and our first half was 
fantastic,” said Jones, “Later 
‘on we tired, but NSW didn’t 
really look like scoring.” 


Sarah Cooper: Guesting for NT, she made the 


All Star selection. 
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ihe AGM of the AWSA 

resulted in the election 
of a new Board Member to 
the ranks. 

Margaret Fulham is the 
new Director of Finance, 
successful in her challenge 
for the position over Kerry 
Harri s, re-standing at the 
conclusion of her term, 

Harris was absent from the 
meeting and is presently 
residing in Japan. 

Fulham, at age 28, is a 
former Vice President of 
Women’s Soccer Northern 
NSW and lives on the 
Central Coast. With the 
change of boundaries a 
couple of years ago, the 

Central Coast now comes 


under the NSW banner, and 
Fulham was therefore 
nominated by Soccer NSW. 

With Northern NSW, 
Fulham was state delegate to 
AWSA meetings and was 
also rsponsible for all aspects 
of their representative teams. 
She has also held a variety of 
positions in university and 
local soccer. 

Fulham played soccer as a 
junior and took up her boots 
again while attending the 
University of New England, 
a stronghold of women’s 
soccer. 

With a degree in 
Economics and a post 
graduate diploma in Business 
Studies, Fulham is well 


Fulham New 
Board member 


qualified for the finance role. 

Her current an previous 
positions in the NSW Public 
Service involved combining 
the areas of management and 
finance. 

Dennis O’Brien remains 
President after his term has 
also. expired but was 
uncontested for that position. 

Tasmanian David Smith 
had also stood for the 
portfolio of Development, 
but his nomination was ruled 
void with the ruling that paid 
employees of state 
associations are ineligible. 
Janette Spenser therefore 
successfully regained her 
Board position. 


Vers and dates for the 
international tri-Series 
comprising Australia, 
Olympic silver medallists 
China and New Zealand 
have been confirmed. 

Following the huge 
success of the Ram Sports 
Cup earlier this year, where 
record crowds turned out in 
Bathurst and Canberra to 
witness Olympic champions 
USA and the Aussies, the 
AWSA has decided to 
continue this trend of taking 
top level football to regional 
areas. 

Bathurst in the central- 
west region of NSW showed 
that country people have the 


AUSSIES TO PLAY 
IN LISMORE 


ability and community spirit 
to put on a top show, 

Lismore, on the far north 
coast of NSW, will this time 
have the honour of hosting 
the opening match of the 
tournament when Australia 
play China on Sunday 16 
November. 

The action then travels 
southwards to Newcastle 
where Trans-Tasman rivals 
Australia and New Zealand 
will do battle. 

China and New Zealand 
will then clash in Canberra 
on Friday 21 November with 
the final also to be contested 
at the nation’s capital on 
Sunday, 23 November, 


Australian Championships 


DAY ONE 
SA 0 Tas 0 


DAY TWO 


Qld 1 (Williams) Tas 0 


1997 Full Results 


NT 2 (Doyle, Posgate) Qid 0 


NSW 2 (Thomson, Clarke) NNSW 0 
Vic 2 (Hamilton 2) WAO 


NNSW 2 (Walsh, Marshall) SA 0 
Vic 2 (Terek, Ashdown) NT 1 (Doyle) 
NSW 3 (Smith, Hayes, Stavrou) WA 0 


WA 
NNSW 3 (Randall, Marshall2) Tas 1 (Smith) 


Last 
Time 
Finalists 


ew South Wales and 

Northern New South 
Wales were seen for the 
last time in the final of this 
year’s Australian Senior 
Championship, 

Both haye made known 
their intentions to no longer 
enter a team in the senior 
titles, preferring to 
concentrate their resources 
‘on the national league. 

The future of the event 
‘was one item of discussion at 
last week’s AWSA annual 
general meeting with 


Vic 4 (Nicholls) Qid 4 (Millard) 
NSW 4 (Tann-Derby) NT 0. 
DAY FOUR 

Tas 2 (Smith 2) Vic 1 (Panella) 


$A1 (Cameron) Qi 


rumours that Newcastle 
might well be the last for the 
seniors. 

However, the tournament 
survived any protestations 
and at this stage will 
continue as an annual event. 

New South Wales have 
instead decided to return to 
contesting the Australian 
Junior Championship after a 
two year absence. 


ALL STAR ELEV 


LL THE NEWS FROM THE GREEK FIRST DIVISION & GREEK STARS ABROA 


the same fervour that gripped England last 

year when the European Championships were 
played there. A year ago it was "Football's 
coming home", this time it's "The Olympic 
Games are coming home". As everybody on the 
planet must know, the 2004 Summer Olympics 
were awarded to Athens and following the 
success of the recent World Athletic Champions, 
the ue is still deliriously celebrating. 

Football, is a distant second in these heady 
days, but by no means forgotten, and as the 
euphoria of the Olympics wears off, recent 
successes in Europe will once again draw the 
undivided attention of the nation to the 
unrelenting excitement of the ‘beautiful game'. 

Once again the travel bug has bitten and its 
off to European competition. Two weeks ago, 
the nation was exhilarated by some of the best 
results in European competition that the nation 
has ever Peeoraed. 

Pride of place belongs to PAOK(UEFA Cup) 
with a stn victory 1-0 victory over England's 
Arsenal while a similar effort by Olympiakos 
(Champions) over Portugal's Porto must surely 
rate as one of their best results. 

OFI (UEFA) and AEK (Cup Winners) had eas: 
3-0 and 5-0 victories respectively and loo! 
certain of places in the next round. Only time 
will tell but it's been a long time since so many 
Greek teams faced European opponents with 
such a jaunty air of confidence. 

The two biggest stories of the past week was 
the (unsurprising) sale of AEK Athens to ENIC 
and the transfer listing of Giorgios Donis b 
Blackburn Rovers: and did they fill the back 
pages! 

After a year Donis seemed to be settling in 
nicely in England, but the arrival of new 
manager Roy Hodgson, during the summer, has 
thrown his immediate playing future into 
disarray. 

Having made sporadic appearances last 
season, Donis had high hopes for his future but 
has quickly found himself on the outer as he 
does not figure into the manager's plans. In 
Rovers' eight outings this season he has yet to be 
called upon. A meeting with Hodgson made it 
clear that Donis was not wanted at Blackburn 


ANT1 


| n recent weeks Greece has been awash with 


and the Carling Premier League's fastest man 
was transfer listed almost immediately. 

With Greece in an excellent position to 
qualify for next year's World Cup Finals, Donis 
knows he needs first team football if he is to play 
a part in getting the team there. 

However, pam 
Rovers! asking 
price of 1.5 § 
million pounds 
for him may 
prohibit a 
quick solution Fe 
to his problems 
as the player 
himself admits [ 
“it's a bit high". 

While happy 
with the 
lifestyle in 
England and 
the financial 
independence 
his experience at Rovers prov-ided, Donis is 
disappointed he wasn't given a decent run to 
prove himself, but, has made it is his number 
One priority to find a club and be part of 
Greece's attempt on the World Cup. 

Interesting start to the domestic season. After 
four rounds, the only one of the so called 'big' 
teams still undefeated are Panathinaikos 
who have made it four from four, 
Olympiakos, the defending 
champions were beaten by AEK 
Athens during the week in a 
pulsating derby, so along with 
lonikos (who? I fea you ask), the 
'Greens' are the early season 
trend-setters. 

In weekend results, upsets were 
ey peek lpg as the big 
boys went through the motions in 
defeating their less "stellar" opponents. 

In a controversial match in Crete, 
Olympiakos came back from behind twice and 
finally edged out OF! 2-3 in the final five minutes. 
Two disputed goals and a penalty decision 
sparked chants in the terraces and player 
objections but overall, with Europe looming, 


Giorgios Donis 


Olympiakos are grateful for the three points. 

In other matches, AEK had a narrow 1-0 win 
over relegation favourites Kavala, and front 
tunners lonikos battled to a 1-0 victory over 
Ethnikos in a spiteful game where seven players 
were booked. 

Meanwhile, Panathinaikos had a 2-0 win over 
minnows Veria in an uninspired display. PAOK 
registered their first win of the season with a 4-0 


demolition of Kalamata and Panionios were 
shocked 1-3 at home by Apollon Athens. 

All attention now focuses on Europe and hopes 
are high the teams will continue on their winning 


ways. 
SNAPSHOTS 


After weeks of confusion, the AEK Athens 
story finally reached an end with club owner 
Michael Trohanas agreeing to sell his interest in 
the club to British investment company ENIC, 
owned by Joseph Louis. 

The English National Investment Company 
(ENIC) agreed to buy a 79% interest in the club 
for AUS$9.6 million and becomes the third 
European club on their books. They already hold 
a 25% interest in Glasgow Rangers in Scotland 
and a 30% slice of Vicenzia in Italy. 


Panathinaikos' international midfielder George 
Geogiadis has been linked to a move to Italy. 

Although specific details have not been 

released it has been confirmed that at 

least three clubs have expressed an 
interest in taking his talents across 
the lonian Sea, but with a great 
start in the domestic league and 
decent prospects in Europe, 
Panathinaikos are not likely to let 
him go cheaply. 


Unrest has surfaced within the 
palying ranks and their representative 
body has been quick to act. The Players 

Union has expressed its concern with current 
Greek FA rules which permit up to six foreign 
players (non EU) per club. The Players Union is 
concerned at the effect this influx of foreigners 
will have on local talent and are demanding 


BY ANDREW AKRATOS 


changes. 

Their main “request" is that the number of 
foreign players per club in Division One be 
reduced from six to four, in Division Two from 
four to two and Division Three it reduces from 
two to one. 

Further action can be expected including a 
general players! 
strike on 
October 5 
followed by a 
plopased strike 

y the national 
team that will 
affect their final 
qualifying game 
against Denmark 
and their 


chances of Ne yjj| 
qualifying for = cores 
France 98. Sotiris Konstandinidis 


The strike will go ahead on October 11 unless 
steps are taken and despite national coach, 
Kosta Polyhronou's protestations that the game 
“is too important to jeopardise", the FA is 
looking to resolve the situation as quickly as 
possible. However,President of the League of 
Professional Clubs, Stelios Sfakianakis, is 
adamant he is prepared to take any steps 
necessary, including fegal action, to prevent the 
"unjustified" players strike from proceeding. 


The Referees Association has made the usual 
demand of the Greek FA - a pay rise! However, 
the rise requested is a 100% increase on 
previous payments for all Division One games. 

In real terms the increase requested is from 
AUS$250 to AUS$500 per game with separate 
agreements to be the for referees of the 
lower divisions and linesmen. 


Finally, international forward Sotiris 
Konstandinidis of Iraklis has undergone a 
cartilage operation and while doctors are 
optimistic for a complete recovery, he will be 
out of action for at least six months. 


PROUDLY PRESENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME 


DIRECT FROM GREECE 


FIRST DIVISION SOCCER GAMES FROM THE 
GREEK NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


STARTING FROM 31 AUGUST 1997... 
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hile play Peru in 
Santiago in a World 
Cup qualifier on 


October 12, For the 
Chileans, it is a must win 
situation because they are in 
fifth position with 19 points, 
while the proved 
Peruvian side is in fourth 
with 22 points, 

A draw could be the end of 
Ivan Zamorano’s squad and a 
great result for Peru, who will 
need only another draw in the 
last game, against Paraguay in 
Lima, to qualify for France 
98. 


ag u is: 


Jorge Gomez (Deportes 


Catolica). 


Luis Sierra (Colo Colo). 


de Chile). 


jad for the game 


Goaleepers: Marcelo Ramirez (Colo Colo) 
and Nelson Tapia (Universidad Catolica). 
Defenders: Francisco Rojas (Colo Colo), 


Reyes (Colo Colo), Miguel Ponce, Ronald 
Fuentes and Ricardo Rojas (Universidad de 
Chile), and Nelson Parraguez (Universidad 


Midfielders: Wilson Contreras and Marcelo 
Vega (Santiago Wanderers), Clarence 
Acuna, Victor Hugo Castaneda and 
Esteban Valencia (Universidad de Chile), 
Fernando Cornejo (Cobreloa), Luis 
Chavarria (Deportes Concepcion) and Jose 


Strikers: Fernando Vergara (Colo Colo), 
Marcelo Salas (River Plate of Argentina), 
ivan Zamorano (inter Milan, Italy), Claudio 
Nunez { Universidad de Nuevo Leon, 
Mexico), and Rodrigo Barrera (Universidad 


Chile must win the two 
remaining matches to take the 
last South American berth, So 
they must beat Peru and 
Bolivia, who are already out 
of contention. Even if Peru 
loses to Chile and beat 
Paraguay, the Chileans will go 
through because of their better 
goal difference. 

Chilean national coach, 
Nelson Acosta, named a 
squad of 22 players, marking 
the return of Inter Milan’s 
striker Ivan Zamorano to the 
team after missing the last two 
matches, against Uruguay and 


Temuco), Pedro 


ARGENTINA’S 


FOREIGN 


‘wenty two foreign 

players who were, at 
certain stages, involved with 
their teams in the South 
American 1998 World Cup 
qualifying rounds, are 
playing in the Argentine 
First Division League: seven 
Paraguayans, seven 
Uruguayans, four 
Colombians, one Peruvian, 
and 


Venezuelan one 


Paraguay— 


LEGION 


Chilean, 

Meanwhile, Boca Juniors 
have spent almost 15 million 
dollars in new signings, plus 
several millions to restore its 
stadium and “Casa Amarilla” 
(Yellow House), a complex 
for youth development guided 
by Jorge Griffa. 

The following are the 
foreign international 
footballers playing 
Argentine clubs: 


for 


Golkeeper: Danilo Aceval (Union de Santa Fe) 


Defender: Celso Ayala (River Plate) 

Goalkeeper: Jose Luis Chilavert (Velez Sarsfield) 
Striker: Carlos Morales Santos (Gimnasia y Esgrima 
Jujuy! 

Striker: Aristides Rojas (Independiente) 

Defender: Ricardo Rojas (Estudiantes de La Plata) 
Defender: Pedro Sarabia (River Plate) 
Uruguay— 

‘Striker: Josemir Lujambio (Newell's Old Boys) 
Striker: Sergio Martinez (Boca Juniors) 

Defender: Hector Rodriguez (Colon de Santa Fe) 
Midfielder: Marcelo Saralegui (Colon de Santa Fe) 
‘Striker: Sebastain Abreu (San Lorenzo) 

Defender: Gillermo Sanguinetti (Gimnasia y Esgrima de 
La Plata) 


Defender: Leonardo Hernandez (Estudiantes de La 


Plata) 

Colombia— 

Goalkeeper: Oscar Cordoba (Boca Juniors) 
Defender: Jorge Bermudez (Boca Juniors) 
Midfielder: Wilmer Cabrera (Independiente) 
Ratieoe: Faryd Mondragon(independiente) 


eru— 
niece Nolberto Solano (Boca Juniors) 
Striker: Marcelo Salas (River Plate) 
Bolivia— 
Defender: Oscar Sanchez (Gimnasia y Esgrima Jujuy) 


Venezuela— 
Goalkeeper: Rafael Dudamel (Quilmes) 


Ariel Grazziani: cuador striker hoping to be in 
‘Fran 


Argentina, because of injury. 

Zamorano, after his arrival 
in Santiago, was typically 
blunt: “I forgive but 1 don’t 
forget all the insults and bad 
behaviour of Peruvian fans 
before and during the match 
in Lima. They booed our 
national anthem and our flag 
didn’t have the star on the left 
corner, All those things will 
be a great motivation for us 
and we are desperate for a 
victory. So remember: we will 
beat Peru and Bolivia, and 


next year we will be in the 
World Cup finals.” 

‘The Inter Milan striker is 
the current highest scorer in 
the South American World 
Cup qualifying rounds, with 
12 goals, while his fellow 
striker, Marcelo Salas, is 
second with seven. 

The other two important 
inclusions in Chile’s team are 
striker Fernando Vergara and 
defender Francisco Rojas, 
both from Colo Colo. 


CONMEBOL 
MAYHEM: 5 
RED CARDS 


FE: the Conmebol 
quarter-finals first leg, 
America of Colombia lost 
2-1 at home to Brazilian 
ide Atletico Mineiro. Both 
ams finished the match 
with nine men. 

Marques and Dede, from 
Mineiro, and Carlos Asprilla 
and William Zapata, from 
America, were sent-off 
midway through the second 
half for fighting. 

The Brazilians opened the 
account in the 43rd minute 
when Marques took 


advantage of a defensive 
blunder from goalkeeper 
Eduardo Nino, _ but 
America’s striker Leonardo 
Moreno equalised in the 
56th. One minute later 
defender Jorginho scored the 
winning goal for the 
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Brazilians. 
In another quarter final, 
Tolima of Colombia 


defeated Universitario de 
Deportes of Peru, 1-0, in a 
dramatic encounter played at 
Tolima’s Manuel Murillo 
Toro stadium of Ibague, in 
front of 10,000 spectators. 

The only goal of the 
match was scored by 
Tolima’s striker Hector 
Fabio Polo after a great 
combination with Antonio 
Moreno in the 82nd minute. 
Universitario played for 70 
minutes with ten men after 
Peruvian international 
midfielder Eddy Carazas 
was sent off for a bad tackle, 

The return matches will 
be played next Wednesday, 
so expect some sparks to 
fly! 


fter five rounds, 
Estudiantes de La 
Plata, the former 


Libertadores Cup and 
Inter Continental Cup 
champion, is the only 
leader in the Argentine 
League first phase after its 
5-0 demolition of Union de 
Santa Fe. 

Strikers Furiga and 
Aguilar, midfielder Jose Luis 
Villareal, and Argentine 
U/20 international 
midfielder, Scaloni, twice, 
scored the goals for 
Estudiantes, 

River Plate, second in the 
table, and playing away, beat 
Huracan, 3-0, with goals 
from strikers Sebastian 
Rambert and Ramon Medina 
Bello, and Argentine 
international midfielder 
Sergio Berti. 

Rambert was transferred 
from Boca Juniors to River 
Plate for a reported US$3.5 
million two weeks ago and 
has already scored three 
goals for his new club, 

Meanwhile, in a local 
derby, Boca Juniors, the 
biggest spender in Argentine 
football, defeated San 
Lorenzo 2-1 and is in third 
place together with Velez 
Sarsfield and Gimnasia y 
Esgrima of La Plata. 

Attacking midfielder 
Diego Latorre, who replaced 
Diego Maradona in the 
second half, scored twice for 
his team while Biaggio 
netted for the “Saints”, 

In another important 
match, Platense lost 3-0 at 
home against Velez Sarsfield 
who had amongst its scorers 
Paraguayan international 
goalkeeper Jose Luis 
Chilavert! 


f ee ne 
Chilavert: The amazing scoring goalkeeper. 


Other results: 


Gimnasia y Tiro de Salta 2 (Saldano, 
Guiberguis) Independiente 2 (Guerrero 2); 
Espanol 2 (Canobbio, Bonfigli) Lanus 1 
(Serrizuela); Newell's Old Boys 2 (Muller, 
Zamora) Argentinos Juniors 3 (Bennett, 
Arcamone, Vespa); Gimnasia y Esgrima de 
La Plata 0 Colon de Santa fe 0; Racing Club 
4 (Brusco) Gimnasia y Esgrima Jujuy 0. 
Estudiantes leads the competition with 13 
points followed by River Plate with 12; 
Boca Juniors, Velez Sarsfield and Gimnasia 
y Esgrima La Plata with 11; Independiente 
and Argentinos Juniors 10; Rosario Central 
8; Ferro Carril Oeste and San Lorenzo 7; 
Espanol 6; Gimnasia y Tiro Salta and Colon 
de Santa Fe 5; Newell's, Gimnasia y 
Esgrima Jujuy and Racing Club 4; Union 3; 
Platense 2; Lanus and Huracan 1. 


n group four of the South 

American Super Cup, 
Penarol of Uruguay and the 
Argentine league current 
leader, Estudiantes de la 
Plata, drew 2-2 at 
Montevideo's _ historic 
Centenario stadium, in front 
of 25,000 spectators, 

Penarol went 1-0 ahead 
after only 44 seconds, when 
striker De Souza, with a 
header, beat former Argentine 
international goalkeeper 


Bossio. Defender Rotundo 
added the second for the B, f} i} 
Unuguayans in the 13th, But d 
in a great second half 
Estudiantes levelled the 
scoreline with goals from La D 
Grotteria and Carranza, 
Uruguayan international 
Pablo Bengoechea missed a 


penalty kick in the 82nd, after 
Estudiantes’ Leonardo Ramos 
stopped the ball with his 
hands; he was duly sent off by 
the Brazilian referee. 


BRILLIANT 
BASSAY 


E Santiago, Colo Colo maintained its | 
unbeaten record with a 2-1 victory over Boca 
Juniors of Argentina, in front of 55,000 
spectators, at Colo Colo’s Monumental stadium. 

‘The former Chilean champions went 1-0 ahead 
after Espina netted with a spectacular free kick in 
the 37th minute. But one minute later, in a fast 
counter-attack, Mexican international forward Luis 
Hernandez, equalised for the Argentine side. 

Ivo Bassay gave Colo Colo the victory in the 
second half, and as a result, the top position in the 


olivar of La Paz and 

Blooming are the 
respective leaders in groups 
A and B of the Bolivian 
First Division league after 
their victories over Real 
Santa Cruz and 
Independiente respectively. 

Bolivar defeated Real 
Santa Cruz 1-0 away, while 
Blooming beat Independiente 
2-0 at home. 

In other matches Municipal 
and Wilsterman drew 2-2, San 
Jose beat Chaco 3 -2 and The 
Strongest won 2-1 against 
Guabira. 

Bolivar leads group A with 
19 points while Blooming 
Jeads group B with 16 points. 


rsenal became only the second team to win a hat-trick of 
Asse titles by winning this season. Ted Drake led 
irom the front slotting home 42 goals for the Gunners. 
The team lost only twice at Fortress Highbury all season and 
finished four points clear of Sunderland who themselves had a 
marvellous season, a preview of even better things to come for 
them. In third place returned Sheffield Wednesday who had a 
brief stay outside the top three in 1934. Grimsby’s return to top 
flight was extremely successful and proved the gap 
between the divisions was not that great as they came 
fifth. Relegated were bottom team Spurs and along with 
them went Leicester. The Foxes had fought out a tough 
battle with Middleborough to avoid relegation but 
could not take advantage of Boro’s last day 2-2 draw 
with Chelsea as they drew 1-1 away to Portsmouth. 

In Division Two Brentford's fortunes continued to rise as 
they finished top, only two seasons after playing in the third 
division, They finished 5 points clear of the scramble for the 
second promotion place, Bolton and West Ham had a close 
tussle all season and it came down to final day results, as 
80 often happens. May 4 was a crunch day and Bolton 
could only draw 1-1 away to Blackpool. West Ham’s hopes 
were dashed as even a 2-0 home win against Notts County 
was not good enough for their percentage, and it was that 
that saw West Ham left stranded in Division Two for yet 
another season, and in fact much longer as they would not 
Bet close to the top flight until 1958, 

Notts County and Oldham Athletic ended clear of the 
field in the wrong direction, and were relegated to Division 
Three. In that sectored Division, Doncaster and Charlton 
finished as champions, with Newport bottom of the South 
and Carlisle bottom in the North. 

Sheffield Wednesday had also reached the FA Cup Final this 
season after defeating Oldham (3-1), Wolves (2-1), Norwich (1-0), 
Arsenal (2-1) and Burnley (3-0) along the way. Their opponents were 
midland’s side West Bromwich Albion, looking to repeat their 
success of 1931. Their cup run included victories over Port Vale (2- 
1), Sheffield United (7-1), Stockport County (5-0), Preston North End 


English Division 1 


WODLFAWOD (UL FA Pts 
Arsenal 42.15 4 2 7417 8 8 5 41 29 58 
Sunderland 42 13 4 4 57 24 6 12 3 33 27 54 
Sheff Wed 42 14 7 0 4217 4 6 11 28.47 49 
Man City ADS ibe SDs Nase? &3AL 29.4% 48 
BamSy 42 13 6 2 49 25 4 5 12 29 35 45 
by 42.10 4 7 44 28 8 5 8 37 38 45 
Liverpool 42 13 4 4 53 29 6 3 12 32.59 45 
Everton 42°14 5 2 64 32 2 7 12 25 56 44 
‘WBA. 42-108 3 5533.7) <2) 124.28 50. 44 
Stoke C 42 12 5 4 46 20 6 1 14 25 50 42 
PrestonNE 42 11 5 5 33 22 4 7 10 29 45 42 
Chelsea. 42 11 5 5 49 32 5 4 12 2450 41 
AVilla 4 11 6 4 50 36 3 7 11 2452 41 
Portsmouth 42 10 5 6 41 24 5 5 11 30 48 40 
BlackburnR 42 12 5 4 42 23 2 6 13 24 55 39 
HuddersfieldT42 11 5 5 52 27 3 5 13 24 44 38 
Wolves AZ -13;93, 5 65°38 2S 14°93 56 38 
Leeds U 42 10 6 5 48 35 3 6 12 2757 38 
Birmingham 42 10 3 8 36 36 3 7 11 27 45 36 
Middlesbrough42 8 9 4 38 29 2 5 14 32 61 34 
leicesterC 42 9 4 8 39 30 3 5 13 22 56 33 
TottenhamH 42 8 8 5 34 31 2 2 17 20 62 30 
Division 2 
PWODtLFAWOD OU F A Pts 
Brentford 42:19 2 59 14 7 7 7 34 34 61 
Bolton W 4217 1 63 15 9 3 9 33 33 56 
WestHamU 42 18 1 46 17 8 3 10 34 46 56 
Blackpool 42 16 4 4618 5 7 9 33 39 53 
Man Utd 42 16 2 50 21 7 2 12 26 34 50 
NewcastleU 42 14 2 55 25 8 2 11 34 43 48 
Fulham 42 15 3 2 9 10 14 30 46 
PlymouthA 42 13° 3 6 5 10 27 38 46 
N Forest AF AD 5 5 3 13 30 47 42 
Bur 42 14 1 5 3 13 24 47 42 
Sheff Utd 42°11 4 5 5 11 28 40 41 
Burnley 4 11 2 5 7 9 2004 41 
Hull € 429 6 7 2 12 3152 40 
NorwichC 42 11 6 3.5 13 20 38 39 
Bradford 42 7 8 4 8 9 23 35 38 
Barnsley 42° 8 #10 5 2 14 28 61 38 
5 1 3 17 15 45 36 
"s 1 5 15 13 46 34 
8 2 4 15 18 56 34 


The all conquerin; 


(1-0) and Bolton (1-1 and 2-0 in the replay). Eighteen goals scored, 
three conceded in six games for WBA and 11-3 for Wednesday 
teflected the two best teams had reached the Final. The Final itself 
was played in front of 93,204 spectators and goals from West 
Brom’s Boyes and Sandford were not enough as Wednesday had 
Palethorpe, Hooper and Rimmer with two goals as contributors. The 
4-2 final result gave the Owls the FA Cup trophy, and six goals 
combined tally was the most goals scored in a final since Bury won 


Arsenal team of 1932-33, 
League Championship for three years in succession. They are: 
Back Row(|to r): Parker, Jones, Moss, Roberts, John and Black. 


6-0 twenty six years previously. For Sheffield Wednesday this was to 
be the last trophy in this halcyon era for them. 

The Southern League continued with their controversial Midland 
section although it meant little to the clubs participating except extra 
gate earnings. 

Norwich City Reserves held onto the Eastern section title, whilst 


BradfordC 42 10 7 4 34 20 2 1 18 16 48 32 
OldhamA 42 10 3 8 44 40 0 3 18 12.55 26 
Notts Co 42 8 3 10 29 33 1 4 16 17 64 25 


Division 3 North 


Doncaster Rovers 57, Halifax Town 55, Chester 55, Lincoln City 51, 
Darlington 51, Tranmere Rovers 51, Stockport County 47, Mansfield 
Town 47, Rotherham United 45, Chesterfield 44, Wrexham 43, 
Hai Is United 41, Crewe ira 39, Walsall 36, York City 36, 
New Brighton 36, Barrow 35, Accrington Stanley 34, Gateshead 34, 
Rochdale 33, Southport 32, Carlisle United 23, 


Division 3 South 


Charlton Athletic 61, Reading 53, Coventry City 51, Luton Town 50, 
Crystal Palace 48, Watford 47, Northampton Town 46, Bristol Rovers 
44, Brighton & Hove Albion 43, Torquay United 42, Exeter oy 41, 
Millwall 41, QPR 41, hn Orient 40, Bristol City 39, Swindon Town 
38, Bournemouth 37, Aldershot 36, Cardiff City 35, Gillingham 35, 
Southend United 31, Newport County 25. 


Southern League Eastern Section 


Norwich City Res 25, Dartford 22, Margate 20, Bournemouth Res 19, 
Guildford 19, Aldershot Res 17, Folkestone 16, Tunbridge Wells 
Rangers 16, Clapton Orient Res 14, Millwall Res 12. 


Southern League Western Section 


Yeovil & Petters United 24, Ne County Res 21, Plymouth Argyle 
Res 19, Exeter City Res 16, Bath City 16, Bristol Rovers Res 15, Barry 
15, Torquay United Res 13, Taunton Town 5. 


; 
Southern League Central Section 
Folkestone 26, Guildford City 26, Plymouth Argyle Res 21, Torquay 
United Res 20, Bristol Rovers Res 20, Margate 19, Dartford 19, Aldershot 
Res 19, Tunbridge Wells Rangers 18, Yeovil & Petters United 17, Bath 

City 15. 


Scotland Division 1 


P WwW D L F A Pts 
Rangers 38 yay 5 8 96 46 55 
Celtic 38 24 4 10 92 45 52 
Hearts 38 20 10 S85 8 — SI 50 


went on fo win the English Football 


Yeovil and Petters United won the West. For Yeovil it was a great 
season as the also made it to the League Cup Final and the FA Cup 
third round for the first time. They were defeated 6-2 by Liverpool, 
Norwich Reserves defeated them 7-2 in the championship play-off 
after a 2-2 in the first game. Finally to cap off a season of being the 
bridesmaid for Yeovil, they lost the League Cup two leg final, but not 
after a tough fight. They lost to Folkestone 4-1 in the first leg, but 
won the second leg 3-1, losing 4-5 on apgregate. For Margate a lack 
of trophies did not mean a fruitless season as Arsenal 
selected them as their nursery club as Tottenham had 
done with Northfleet United. To accomodate the 
Gunners, Margate’s home ground was reduced to the 
exact size of the Highbury pitch. 

Rangers were triumphant once more in Scotland and also 
did the double again. The side finished three points clear of 
Celtic with recent rivals Motherwall disappointing and 
falling to seventh place. Falkirk finished four points behind 
second last placed St. Mirren and both teams were 
relegated. A last day 2-1 loss to Celtic, along with Queen of 
the South’s 1-0 win over Albion Rovers the week before, 
left the Saints to take the drop with the Bairns. Third Lanark 
as champions of Division Two and runners up Arbroath 
would be the teams to replace the two demoted sides. At 
the bottom of the Division Two table it was the same, but 
even worse, story. Edinburgh City only gained 8 points all 
season with wins over Dumbarton, Montrose and East 
j| Stirling (this one away from home!) and draws with Alloa 
© and Brechin City, in 34 games scoring just 44 goals and 

conceding 133! Still, the team survived in the league 
where many had not. The team was at the time ground 


Front Row (Ito): Herbert Chapman (manager), Hulme, Jack, Lambert, James, Bast sharing with Leith Athletic at Marine Gardens, their dream of 


being the Queen's Park of the capital’in tatters. 

Rangers had completed the double by defeating Hamilton 2-1 in 
the Scottish FA Cup Final at Hampden Park. Rangers cup run had 
been Cowdenbeath (3-1), Third Lanark (2-0), St. Mirren (1-0), 
Motherwell (4-1) and after a 1-1 draw in the semis with Hearts, a 2- 
0 win, Hamilton had passed Dunfermline (2-1), Clyde (3-3 then 6-3), 
Brechin City (4-2), St. Johnstone (3-0) and Aberdeen (2-1). 


HamiltonA 38 10 
StJonstone 38 10 
Aberdeen 38 10 
Motherwell 38 10 

idee 38 8 14 63 63 40 
Kilmarnock 38 6 16 76 68 38 
Clyde 38 10 14 71 69 38 
Hibernian 38 8 16 59 70 36 
Queens Park 38, 10 15 6) 80 36 
Partick T 38 5 18 61 68 35 
Airdrie 38 7 18 64 nR 33 
Dunfermline A 38 5 20 56 96 31 
Albion R 38 9 19 62 71 29 
QoftheSth 38 7 20 52 72 29 
Ayr Utd 38 5 2 361 12 29 
St Mirren 38 5 2 49 70 27 
Falkirk 38 6 23 (58 82 24 


Division 2 


T Lanark 52, Arbroath 50, St Bernards 47, Dundee United 42, 
Stenhousemuir 39, Greenock Morton 38, Kings Park 38, Leith Athletic 37, 
East Fife 35, Alloa Athletic 34, Forfar Athletic 34, Cowdenbeath 32, Raith 
Rovers 29, East Stirling 29, Brechin City 26, Dumbarton 22, Montrose 20, 
Edinburgh City 8. 


AROUND EUROPE 


AUSTRIA: SK RAPID WIEN 

CUP: FK AUSTRIA 
BELGIUM: UNION ST GILLOISE 
BULGARIA: SC SOFIA 
FRANCE: FC SOCHAUX 

CUP: OLYMPIQUE MARS, 
GERMANY: FC SHALKE 04 

CUP: IFC NURNBERG 
HOLLAND: PSV EINDHOVEN 

(CUP: FEYENOORD 
ITALY: FBC HUVENTUS 
POLAND: RUCH CHORZOW 
PORTUGAL: FC PORTO 

CUP: BENFICA 
ROMANIA: RIPENSIA TIMISOARA 

CUP: CFR BUCURESTI 
SPAIN: REAL BETIS BALOMPIE 

CUP SEVILLA FC 
SWEDEN: 1FK GOTEBORG 
SWITZERLAND: LAUSANNE SPORTS 


LEAGUE & CUP DOUBLE 
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MAKES 
HISTORY 


2 ennis Bergkamp 

: made history in the 

UK when, for the first 

> time in 30 years of BBC’s 

é ‘Match of the Day’ 

programme, he scooped 

first, second and third in 

their goal of the month 
segment. 

His rich seam of form 
continued last Wednesday 
night as he Jed Arsenal to the 
top of the league in a four- 
goal romp that humiliated 
West Ham — the Dutch 
striker showing once again 
that he is the nearest thing to 
Superman in the Premiership. 

On a night when Arsenal 
celebrated Jan Wright's 
record-busting achievements 
(presenting him with a golden 
boot and a guard of honour), it 
was still Bergkamp who 
soared over proceedings. 

All in the space of seven 
explosive minutes at the end 
of the first half, his Holland 
team-mate Marc Overmars 
scored twice and Wright 
rattled in his 181st for the 
Gunners with a generously 
awarded penalty. 

Bergkamp, the Flying 
Dutchman, took his tally for 
the season to eight goals in as 
many league matches prior to 
the weekend games, and looks 
to be in the best form of his 
aise for the north London 
side. 


CHELSEA 


ALEX FERGUSON main- 
tained Chelsea were serious 
. title contenders, even before 
their 2-2 draw at Old 
Trafford last week. 
The Manchester United 
_ manager said; “They are 
genuine title challengers. I 
said that at the start of the 
season and have seen nothing 
to change my opinion.” 
Chelsea bounced back after 
the 2-3 defeat at home by 
Arsenal on the Sunday to take 
‘a share of the spoils, although 
they could, and should, have 
taken all the points until 
United equalised late on. 
Ole Solskjaer was back in 
a business as the Manchester 
United striker rescued the 
champions’ unbeaten run with 
a sensational 85th minute goal 
against Chelsea. 
= Mark Hughes, the hero the 
little Norwegian has replaced 
in the Reds’ affections, had 
threatened to rub fresh salt 
into Alex Ferguson's wounds 
with what looked to be a 67th 
minute winner against his old 
club. 

But Solskjaer, making only 
his second appearance of the 
season as a 65th minute 
substitute, saved a point for 
the Premiership leaders in a 
keenly contested encounter 
that saw nine players booked. 


eOoeoe 


WALSALL PRODUCED a 
stunning revival in coming 
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"BERGKAMP 


accepted the post of chief- 
executive with a brief to 
concentrate on all matters 
football. 

Hiis first job was to offer 
Ray Wilkins the job of first- 
team coach. Keegan's former 
England team-mate, now 
coaching Crystal Palace, is 
considerin; offer and will 
make a decision in the next 24 
hours. 


All Wilkins would say was: 
“If any job was offered, I 
would discuss my position 
with Steve Coppell. All I can 
say is that as far as today is 
concerned, I am with Crystal 
Palace.” 


Oooo 


AND AIDAN Ormond writes 
that the turbulent association 
between Middlesbrough and 
Fabrizio Ravanelli has ended. 
Boro fans are reportedly not 
‘unhappy about the five million 
pound move of the unsettled 
Italian striker to top French 
side Olympique Marseille. 


Ole Solskjaer: 
Saviour of 
United. 


back from two down in extra- 
time to knock First Division 
leaders, Nottingham Forest, 
out of the Coca-Cola Cup. 
Forest looked set for a third 


round spot after hauling back 


their first leg 1-0 deficit, and 
then adding a second in extra 
time — Dutch international 
Pierre Van Hooijdonk, and 
Craig Armstrong, the scorers. 

But the Saddlers called on 
all their fighting spirit to 
bounce back with two very 
late goals from striker Andy 
Watson, the only player in 
their side who cost a transfer 
fee. 


KEEGAN’S 
RETURN 


KEVIN KEEGAN, who quit 
as manager of Newcastle 
United eight months ago, has 
made an incredible return to 
fi 


The Evening Standard has 
confirmed he has been lured 
back to the game, amazingly, 
as chief-executive of Fulham, 
drawn to Craven Cottage by 
the millions of owner 
Mohamed Al Fayed. 
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‘The Harrods owner has got 
the man he wants to revilalise 
the struggling Second 
Division club he took over in 
the close season, after it had 
almost went out of business. 
Keegan, who was a guest in 
Al Fayed’s executive box for 
Fulham's Coca-Cola Cup 
match against Wolves at 
Craven Cottage last week, has 


‘According to Middlesbrough's 


number one fan, and Boro 
Supporters Club Secretary, 
Simon Bolton, it was more a 
case of “out of sight out of 
mind. 


Juninho left the Lakeside 
Stadium for Atletico Madrid 
with great dignity and the best 
wishes of the fans. Ravanelli 
will only be remembered for 
his whingeing and the trouble 
he caused.” 

Perhaps this move will 
jumpstart the former Juventus 
striker’s national team 
aspirations, which have taken 
a nosedive since his English 
moye. 

Rayanelli scored 31 goals 
for Bryan Robson’s team, but 
was never as popular as 
Juninho with the passionate 
Lakeside fans, So for the 
moment it seems to be a case 
of ‘Ciao’ and good riddance! 


eoooe 


CHELSEA MUST be one of 
the few clubs where injuries 


can be regarded as a reason 
for guarded optimism, by the 
fans at least. If there are 
enough of them, then there's 
always the chance that Ruud 
Gullit will get his kit on. 

Gullit has said that the 
demands of management will 
restrict. his —_ playing 
appearances to emergency 
cover. 

Despite television's habit 
of making a drama out of most 
crises, the situation is not 
quite grave enough for the 
crew of 999 to start door- 
stepping Stamford Bridge. 


eee 


ASTON VILLA striker, Stan 
Collymore, admitted that his 
return to — Liverpool 
represented the ‘lowest point’ 
of his career. 

He revealed that he was 
devastated by the reaction of 
Liverpool fans on his return to 
Anfield for the first time since 
his £7 ($14) million summer 
move to Villa Park. The 
former Nottingham Forest hot 
shot was booed instantly every 
time he touched the ball in 
Villa's 3-0 reversal on 
Monday. 

Collymore, who scored 35 
goals in two seasons with 
Liverpool despite struggling 
to hold down a regular spot, 
said: “If didn’t say that I was 
upset then I would be lying. In 
fact I was gutted by the 
reception of the Liverpool 
fans.” 


eoooe 


A FURIOUS Joe Kinnear 
launched an astonishing 
verbal assault on the 
‘stayaway’ Wimbledon fans 
after the Dons came from: 
behind to smash Bamsley 4-1 
at Selhurst Park (only 7,668 
people turned out to watch the 


eOoe 


‘PRESENT? (2) FULHAM. 
manager Micky Adams, with 
money to spend on 
strengthening his squad, has 
made an inguiry about Wolves 
striker Don Goodman. 

Adams has also been linked 
with West Ham's Northern 
Ireland international striker 
Tain Dowie, and even 
Tottenham’s Ruel Fox, as he 
tries to add quality players to 
his squad. 


oooe 


STEVE CLARIDGE is ready 
to quit Leicester after talks 
with manager Martin O'Neill, 
Southampton and West Brom 
will lead the chase for the 
£800,000 ($1.6 million) 
striker, with Southampton 
leading the chase for his 
signature, 


GOAL- 
KEEPING 
COACH? 


RUMOUR HAS it that 
sacked Carlisle United coach, 
Mervyn Day, could well be 
continuing his career as the 
goalkeeping coach at 
Portsmouth. His playing 
record stands at over 600 
games for Leeds United, West 
Ham United and Aston Villa, 
but he also took in stints at 
Leyton Orient, Luton Town, 
Sheffield United and Carlisle 
United too. 

He won a Second Division 
championship medal with 
Leeds in 1990 in a career that 
spanned 21-years from 1973 
to 1994. | 


Mervyn Day: On his way to Pompey? 


ongratulations go to 

Brad Maloney of 

Marconi. He was a 
student at  Doonside 
Technology High School, 
and earlier this month John 
Aquilina MP, NSW Minister 
for Education, was on hand 
to present him and three 
other former pupils with 
Outstanding Achievement 
awards, 

The attacking midfielder 
began his representative career 
with NSW at Under/15. Three 
years later he toured the USA. 
and the UK as a member of 
the Australian Schoolboys. 

The high point of 


John Aquilina’ 
and Brad 
Maloney. 


Maloney’s Soccer life came 
when he was a player for the 
Australian team who won a 
Bronze medal at the Barcelona 
Olympic Games in 1992. Also 
who could forget his long- 
range goal at the World Youth 
Championships in Portugal in 
1991, when he played with 
such classy company as Paul 
Okon and Mark Bosnich. 

Congratulations to ‘Bugsy’ 
from all at ABSW. 


Oooo 


ADELAIDE SHARKS, make 
anote, as that is now the name 
of the former West Adelaide, 
The name will be formally 
announced at a media launch 
tomorrow (October 1) in the 
‘City of Churches’. 

The club is hoping to play 
its first two home games at 
their new headquarters, 
Thebarton Oval. Hindmarsh 
Stadium Stage One — the 
Western Grandstand — is 
scheduled for handover in late 
October. Only then will the 
Hindmarsh facility be ready 
for use by the two Adelaide 
teams, City and Sharks, 


OOOOH 


TALKING OF Hindmarsh, 
the newly rebuilt stadium will 
have a longer and wider pitch. 
Tt will be up to FIFA 
specifications. This has been 
made possible by the purchase 
of a street bordering the 
ground, 

Stage One is the Western 
Grandstand and Stage Two is 
the remainder of the seats. The 
ground capacity is normally 
20,000. However extra seating 
for 5000 will be installed for 
special events. Both sides will 
be covered. 

Adelaide is the only city 
with a major stadium devoted 


entirely to Association 
Football. 
Oooe 


CHRIS ZORICICH has 
rejoined Brisbane Strikers, 
The New Zealand 
international tried his luck in 
England but eventually the 


fi 
lure of the Champions was too 
much, 

However the ace defender 
will miss the start of the 
Ericsson Cup season as he 
injured his right knee at 
training last week. He will be 
‘out for at least a month. 

According to the team 
doctor he has, a “grade two 
tear to the medial ligament, 
which is not that bad. It will 
not require surgery.” 

Kasey Wehrman has had a 
set back with his ankle. He has 
had to have a plate inserted to 
aid its recovery. It is unlikely 
he'll be back until 1998. 

This is most unfortunate for 


the talented striker. He broke 
the ankle in Malaysia in a pre- 
World Youth Cup match for 
Australia. 


Oooo 


ABSW SPECULATED that 
an international match could 
be held at Oakes Oval, 
Lismore come November. 

This has now been 
confirmed. Atlanta Olympic 
Women’s Football 
Tournament Silver medallists, 
China, will be on the Far 
North Coast of NSW on 
Sunday November 16. 

They will be tough 
‘opponents for the Matildas. 

Over 5000 were at Oakes 
Oval for the recent pre-season 
trial match between Brisbane 
Strikers and Marconi 
Fairfield. They could achieve 
a similar figure for the 
international, or even more. 


Local product, Lisa 
Casagrande, will perform 
before her home town crowd 
in the Green and Gold. She 
will probably be joined by 
Joanne Powell from nearby 
Grafton. These two alone 
should help to boost the 
attendance, 

Another successful 
promotion at Lismore could 
make them serious contenders 
for some Olympic Games 
Group matches. 


Oooo 


BURNIE UNITED in north- 
west Tasmania is the current 
home of former St George and 
Australian striker Mike 
Denton. At the ripe old age of 
48 years he was his side’s 
leading scorer. 

Denton’s most memorable 


, rae 
moment from the World 
Game was when he scored 
against Lev Yashin the 
legendary Russian goalkeeper. 

Yashin always wore black 
from shirt to gloves to shorts 
to socks. He was a formidable 
sight between the sticks yet a 
Saints man, playing for NSW, 
beat him. 


Oooo 


NEWS FROM Newcastle is 
that 107 year old club 
Adamstown Rosebud will take 
“the field again in 1998. 
Apparently NNSW Soccer 
Federation has admitted the 


team, who went into sleep 
mode for the first time in their 
long and illustrious history, 
this season. They were 
supposed to take their place in 
NSW Super League but at the 
last moment withdrew due to 
financial problems. 

Coach Graham ‘Flash’ 
Jennings, one of the first 
overlapping fullbacks for 
Sydney United and Australia, 
was the coach when the axe 
fell. 

Jennings is Newcastle 
Topper Breakers’ National 
Youth League coach. 

There is a continuing 
supply of talent at his disposal 
on the northern coalfields. 
Last season Brad Swancott 
emerged from that team to 
play a number of games in the 
Ericsson Cup, at the tender 
age of 17. 


Oooo 


DESPITE STORIES to the 
contrary Marconi have signed 
goalkeeper Ante Covic from 
Leichhardt Tigers. The 
towering player has much to 
learn but appears to have 
what it takes to make it in the 
big time, 

Marconi are still searching 
for a second keeper. In the 
close season Bob Catlin 
departed for UTS Olympic 
and promising reserve Les 
Pogliacomi joined Adelaide 
City. 


eooeoe 


ACCORDING TO Ross 
Musso, the marketing man at 
Marconi, the ground looks like 
a building site. On the other 
side to the grandstand a new 
press tower is being built. This 
will house TV, radio and the 
print media in purpose-built 
facilities. 


Additional dressing rooms, 
canteen and toilets are also 
being installed. The car park is 
being transformed to a multi- 
storey offering. It will hold 
2500 cars which is bigger than 
the one at the Sydney Casino. 
No more dusty or dirty shoes 
when going to the big game 
and then on into their fabulous 
club. 


OOo 


ZORAN MATIC has recently 
moved into a house close to 
Marconi Stadium. He is 
reported to be less than happy 
with his existing squad. 

The latest, and number 
eleven, to leave the Stallions 
is Aaron Holst. He was 
offered a contract but was 
unable to be guaranteed a first 
team spot — and so left. 

In additional to the two 


goalies mentioned earlier 
Andy Harper is in Brisbane, 
Matthew Bingley is at Vissel 
Kobe in the J-League, Craig 
Foster is with the Terry 
Venables owned Portsmouth, 


Robbie Stanton is at 
Wollongong and Garry Van 
Egmond has made his loan 
period a permanent fixture 
with the Wolves. 

Andy Ravanello is in 
Canberra at Novell Cosmos 
while Eric Hristodoulou is at 
fellow Sydney Ericsson Cup 
club, UTS Olympic, together 
with Jean Paul de Marigny 


COooe 


TWO FURTHER departures 
overseas have come to light. 
Tn NSW, Carlingford resident 
and pupil at Westfields Sports 
High, Gareth Edds, has joined 


Nottingham Forest. 
He has a three year contract 
with an escalating salary as, 
and when, he moves up the 
grades and plays a certain 
number of games, The 183m, 
attacking midfielder took 
himself over to trial at Forest. 
‘There's yet another Aussie 
at Portsmouth. This time it is 
187cm tall, 20 year old Paul 
Harries from Engadine, NSW. 
He is a striker and like 
Edds was with the NSW 
Institute of Sport squad. 


eoooe 


MICHAEL KMET is in 
Melbourne this week with the 
Newcastle University team. 
They are competing at the 
National University Games. In 
fact Newcastle is defending its 
title and going for a third 
consecutive triumph, 

He will be in Melbourne on 
Saturday November 29 to 
cheer on Australia against 
their Asian opponent. 

He and a mini-bus load of 
Novocastrians are travelling to 
the MCG. They are known as 
the ‘Fluoro Boys’ (although 
some are girls). They have 
found some disposable 
fluorescent protective suits to 
wear in Green & Gold. 

Look out for them. They 
were ai Parramatta Stadium 
for the Australia versus New 
Zealand game. 

Michael tells me they are 
staying at the Victoria Vista 
Hotel in Little Collins Street 
where the rates are $69 a triple 


Alex Tobin 


Ries 
and $55 a double, with single 
beds. The hotel has 500 rooms 
and is in easy walking 
distance of the MCG. 

‘A good suggestion is for 
Ticketek, or whoever is the 
selling agent, to ask people if 
they want to go in the area 
with avid, singing, chanting 
fans, If people do, then there 
should be a designated area set 
aside. This will help to 
concentrate supporter noise. 

Advance purchase tickets 
on both Ansett and Qantas 
from Sydney to 
Melbourne are $230 each. 
Similar discounts apply from 
all over Australia. 

Make the effort, fellow 
Socceroo supporters, let's fill 
the MCG and support our 
team. 


Coooe 


A CONSORTIUM of three 
business people has raised 
sufficient capital to sustain an 
Ericsson Cup club for five 
years. The total figure is close 
to $10 million. 

They are hopeful of having 
a hearing with a suitable 
committee at Soccer Australia, 
before the end of October. 

The new club is intent on 
playing games in a variety of 
locations, including country 
NSW. There is no doubt that 
major changes are coming to 
Australia’s national league. 

The team will be fully 
professional and pay sufficient 
to keep players in Australia. 


in 


Peters. 
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